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7 ; 
New Year Watch 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
“For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right 
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 
thee” (Isa. 41:13). 
ONE are the hopes, the dreams, the 
things I planned: 
This tired old year is slipping from my 
hand. 
I cannot hold it longer if I would; 
And, Lord, Thou knowest, would not if 
I could. 


Here on its margin, breathlessly, I stand, 

Eager to take the New Year from Thy 
hand: 

When, suddenly, through tear-dimmed 
eyes, I see 

Only the hand, once wounded, Lord, for 
me; 


And in the dark, I lay earth’s dreams 
aside— 

My hope no wider than a hand is wide— 

Not length of days I need—this I resign. 

Only Thy hand, Thy nail-pierced hand 
in mine. 





ve 


At the Door of the New Year 


When one year closes and a new year 
begins, it is to all believers a serious 
reminder of the passing of time. As one 
walks with God and meditates in His 
Word, he realizes more and more the 
emptiness of this world’s glory, and the 
truth of that couplet: 

Only one life, ‘twill soon be past; 
Only what’s done for Christ will last. 
On New Year’s Day Matthew Henry 
made it a habit to take time to reflect 
and to write out his thoughts as he 
looked forward into the New Year. It 


would be a good thing if we, like many 
of the older writers, spent more time 
in meditation. Though we are living in 
a strange new age, marked by speed, 
amazing inventions, and fear, yet we still 
have twenty-four hours in every day 
and the same Bible and the same 
Heavenly Father as Matthew Henry. We 
may still find much that is suggestive 
and helpful in his covenant written on 
January 1, 1701: “I solemnly renew the 
dedication of myself unto God, thank- 
fully acknowledging and admiring His 
patience and forbearance towards me, 
that He has continued such a dry and 
barren tree as I am in His vineyard for 
sO Many years, and continued to me the 
gifts of His bounty and grace; and par- 
ticularly acknowledging the last year 
to have been a year of much mercy, 
especially in the encouragement given 
to my ministry. Lamenting and bewail- 
ing my great unfruitfulness, and that I 
have governed my thoughts, appetites, 
passions, and words, no better; that I 
have husbanded my time and oppor- 
tunities no better; and improved so little 
in knowledge and grace, and done so 
little to the honour of my great Creator 
and Redeemer. But being also more and 
more confirmed in my belief of the be- 
ing and attributes of God, of the medi- 
ation of the Lord Jesus Christ between 
God and man, and of the reality and 


% 


weight of invisible things and being 
more and more satisfied that this is the 
true grace of God, wherein I stand, and 
am resolved in the strength of God, to 
stand in it. I do solemnly resign and 
give up my whole self to God im Jesus 
Christ. I commit my soul and al] the 
concerns of my spiritual state to the 
grace of God, and to the word of His 
grace, subjecting myself to the conduct 
and government of the blessed Spirit, 
and to His influences and operations, 
which I earnestly desire and depend 
upon for the mortifying of my corrup- 
tions, the strengthening of my graces, 
the furnishing of me for every good word 
and work, and the ripening of me for 
Heaven. I commit my body, and all the 
concerns of my outward condition, to 
the providence of God, to be ordered 
and disposed by the wisdom and will of 
my Heavenly Father. Not knowing the 
things which may befall me this year, I 
refer myself to God. Whether it shall 
be my dying year or no, I know not; 
but it is my earnest expectation and 
hope, that the Lord Jesus Christ shall 
be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life’ or death, by health or sickness, 
by plenty or poverty, by liberty or re- 
straint, by preaching or silence, by com- 
fort or sorrow. Welcome, welcome the 
will of God, whatever it be. The Lord 
give me grace to stand complete in it.” 


b ‘ 


Pilgrims and Sojourners 


A sermon preached at the end of 1952 by Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones in 
Westminster Chapel, London. 


“For we know that if our earthly house 
of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens” 
(2 Cor. 5:1). 


OW: KNOW,” says the apostle. 
In a sense, all that is neces- 
sary as one approaches this 
great word is to ask the question, “Do 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Thou hast heard my voice: hide 
not thine ear at my breathing, at 
my cry. Thou drewest near in the 
day that I called upon thee: thou 
saidst, Fear not!” (Lam. 3:56, 57.) 




















we?” Facing a new year as we are, 
there is nothing which is of such vital 
importance. There are many other ques- 
tions which are probably being asked. 
What sort of year is it going to be? 
you are probably asking. Whatever may 
happen in the new year, whatever may, 
or may not take place in the interna- 
tional sphere, there is this one question 
which lies at the back of every other, 
and here it is: “We know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens”—but do we? 

The Apostle Paul is here looking at 
life and the future. He did not usuaily 
talk much about himself, but he has to 
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do so, in a sense here, because he is 
being attacked by some people in the 
church at Corinth; and so he has to put 
the truth in this personal form, he has 
to defend his apostleship. And it is in 
that context that we here see him look- 
ing into the future. He just looks ahead, 
and, having done sd, he says at the end 
of the previous chapter: “For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. While we 
look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are tem- 
poral, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal. For we know .. .” 

This is a note which you find dominant 
in the New Testament, the note of con- 
fidence, and assurance, and of absolute 
certainty. “We know.” It is character- 
istic of the New Testament, especially 
in its attitude toward life. We are more 
than conquerors. It is not simply that 
we are standing up to things, we are 
not only riding the storm; we are see- 
ing well beyond it, we are confident as 
to all that lies ahead. It is only because 
of our Christian faith that we can truly 
believe like that, and enjoy that con- 
fidence and assurance. Do we know? 
It is no use my speaking some comfort- 
able and soothing words. The object 
of preaching is so to deal with those 
who hearken that they are able to say, 
“Yes, we do know.” 

How does the Gospel enable anyone to 
use this language? Let me give my an- 
swer in terms of exposition of this pas- 
sage. The first thing the Gospel does 
is this: It starts by facing the uncer- 
tainty of life and the future. The apos- 
tle here has been describing the life 
he was living at that time, telling about 
his perplexities and difficulties, and how 
he was cast down. “He goes on to say, 
“Death is coming to me.” He does not 
avoid that. He looks at it squarely in 
the face. Baul says, “I have faced this 
possibility and probability of death.” ‘The 
Gospel says that you start living truly 
by facing the fact of death. To resent 
facing it is just to be foolish, because 
it has got to be faced, and the business 
of the Gospel is to teach us to face it 
in the right way, so that when it comes 
we are prepared to face it. The apostle 
starts by facing the fact of death, and 
he faces likewise all his difficulties and 
perplexities. What a striking contrast 
he presents to the average modern man 
who spends most of his time in avoid- 
ing this very thing! He does not give 
himself time to think; and the world will 
make it easy for us to face life like that. 
You read your newspaper in the morn- 
ing. You spend your day engrossed in 
your business, and when you return 
home at night you are too tired to think. 
But the Christian method is just the 
opposite. It tells you to sit-down and 


make a list of your problems, even the 
problem of death. 
When you have done that, a most im- 
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portant point emerges. Paul avoids two 
of the common pitfalls into which we 
all tend to fall. We first of all try to 
cheer ourselves up. Things are very 
difficult, but, you know, “While there’s 
life there’s hope!” We are always trying 
to conjure up some possibilities. Once 
we have got round the corner all is 
going to be well. But the apostle does 
not try to keep himself cheerful. He 
says, “For we that are in this tabernacle 
do groan, being burdened: not for that 
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up 
of life” He would have us be quite 
clear about this. Problems and diffi- 
culties and tribulations are coming upon 
him from all sides. The temptation at 
that point would be to say: “Well, the 
sooner I am dead the better. I do not 
want to go on living.” You try to keep 
yourself going, and then there comes 
upon you that mood of despair. “No,” 
says Paul, “I do not want to be dead; 
I am longing rather that I might be 
clothed upon. I desire, not death, but 
glory.” He faces the known. He faces 
those things of which he is absolutely 
certain, the things of which he is sure, 
and he holds on to those things. 

He speaks of “our earthly house of 
this tabernacle.” What is the nature of 
this life? It is a tent life, a tent which 
you pitch, not a building of bricks and 
stones, with a foundation. No, just a 
tent which you pitch. That is life in 
this world. It is a tentlike existence; 
it is not very secure, it is something 
moveable. We live in a moveable sort 
of world. This is typical of life in this 
world. It is a temporary dwelling 
place. That is the characteristic of a 
tent. You remember the wise provision 
which God made for the Children of 
Israel. One of their feasts was called 
the Feast of Tabernacles. Every year 
they left their dwelling places, and they 
pitched their tents. God wanted to teach 
them that that. was the nature of life 
in this world, 

We are travelers, sojourners. This 
body of mine is just a kind of tent in 
which my soul lives. We know that the 
element of decay is here; every year 
we become more sure of it. The apostle 
knows this; he does not avoid it, he does 
not shirk it. But he knows something 
else which is infinitely more important. 
He knows that there is a life beyond 
death. “For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” It means this, surely, that 
when a Christian dies he enters into this 
house of God not made with hands. I 
do not see in the Scripture any so-called 
sleep of the soul. “We are confident, 
I say, and willing rather to be absent 
from the body, and to be present with the 
Lord.” The moment I go out of the body 
I go to be with the Lord. Is not that 
Scriptural teaching? 

We read in the twelfth chapter of 
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Hebrews of “the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which are writ- 
ten in heaven, and to God the Judge 
of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect.” The apostle is saying 
exactly the same thing here. This is 
one of the most glorious things we can 
ever consider. Do not think of your 
loved ones as in some unconscious state; 
they are already enjoying His presence. 
To be absent from the body means to 
be present with the Lord. The general 
resurrection has reference to the unity 
of the body and the soul. But that does 
not mean that the soul waits in a state 
of unconsciousness until then. You 
enter at death at once into the building 
of God. I know I shall be clothed upon, 
that there is a house not made with 
hands eternal in the heavens. A heavenly 
body will be given me in place of this 
earthly body. There will be in it no 
element of decay, it will be absolutely 
glorious. Paul speaks of mortality be- 
ing swallowed up of life. What does 
he mean? It means that we shall have 
perfect knowledge, perfect holiness, per- 
fect blessedness; and the moment we die 
we enter into it. Everything here that 
has caused us pain, and grief, and sor- 
row, and shame, and misery will all be 
left behind, 

But the most important thing of all is 
that we shall be with the Lord. “To 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise,” 
said Christ to the penitent thief on the 
cross. To be “with Christ ... is far 

(Continued on page 6) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Barnyard Morality 
and a Fish Story 


The enclosed publications may be of 
interest to you: Current Science and 
Aviation, “Third ‘Missing Link’ Fish 
Hooked” (Oct. 26-30, 1953); and Sci- 
ence News Letter, “Frozen Sperm 
Pregnancies” (Nov. 7, 1953). 

These two publications are available 
for our junior high school pupils, here 
in . I happen to be a teacher 
in this schoo] and thought you might 

be interested in some of the so-called 

“education” our pupils are receiving. 

—An Alabama reader. 

The second item refers to artificial in- 
semination, giving data on three women 
who have become pregnant by this 
method. The Trmes reader who sent the 
little paper comments in the margin, 
“This looks like ‘legalized’ adultery and 
worse.” It is a form of adultery, which 
lowers men and women to the level of 
animals, and certainly is not a fit sub- 
ject for a paper circulated in a junior 
high school. The article is suggestive, 
and may easily contribute further to 
modern juvenile delinquency, which is 
old-fashioned sin. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Ill. God's Word, the Standard of the Christ-Centered Life 


How the Spirit uses the Word to 
conform us to Christ 


E HAVE been thinking in these 

V V articles about the Christ-centered 

life. We have thought of its 
center—His person, and its motive—His 
will. In this article we shall consider 
its standards—His Word. 

We are all painfully aware that as a 
whole the moral standards of living 
have dropped considerably and are con- 
tinuing to fall in America. As might 
be expected, under these circumstances, 
the standards which are usually regarded 
as the proper thing for Christians are 
also dropping very fast. I am constantly 
meeting people who are quite sure that 
inasmuch as they have what they call 
“believed on Jesus Christ,” they have 
received salvation; but as far as their 
standards of daily living are concerned, 
they feel that they can do pretty much 
as they please and at the end will be 
certain of receiving forgiveness. To 
them faith in Christ is very largely a 
mechanical] thing, involving no sense of 
responsibility in so far as their daily 
life is concerned. They look to the 
church, or to their Christian friends, or 
to the fact that they have been baptized 
as a form of insurance that will somehow 
see them through, regardless of what 
their conduct may be. When I look at 
the Bible, however, I find no single 
ground for such an attitude, and I find 
on the contrary some very solemn facts 
which need to be thought through very 
carefully, 


The Demands of a Holy God 

In the first place I am brought face 
to face with the reality of God’s perfect 
righteousness and holiness. God, by rea- 
son of His nature, demands righteous 
and holy living on the part of all those 
who are His. He can,be satisfied with 
nothing less than that; and He has made 
a perfect provision through the death of 
His Son and through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit for you and for me and for every 
true believer to lead a holy and godly 
life, which is well-pleasing to Him. In a 
number of places in the Old Testament 
God speaks of Himself as a consuming 
fire; that is a picture of His holiness 
and the righteousness which He demands 
of His people. Again and again we find 
‘the command, “Ye shall be holy; for I 
am holy,” in the Old Testament (as in 
Lev. 11:44); and in the New Testament 
a similar command is given, “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect” (1 Pet. 
1:16). 

Secondly, in His Word God has set 
standards for His people which He ex- 
pects them to learn and toobey. He gave 
to His people of old the Law, including 


There is great need today for Chris- 
tians to bring their practice up to 
their profession, to make their state 
of daily living conform to their 
standing in Christ. A mere profes- 
sion of faith in Christ is not enough, 
either before men or before God. 
No one will be won by a life that is 
inconsistent with what the lips say, 
and mere words, without true re- 
pentance and purpose of heart, are 
abhorrent to God. In this third 
article of his series, Dr. Soltau, pas- 
tor of the First Evangelical Church 
in Memphis, Tenn., shows that the 
Bible contains all the standards 
needed for a normal and useful 
Christian life. 








the Ten Commandments. These latter 
have been described as one of the most 
unique phenomena in all literature, be- 
cause of the wonderfully complete way 
in which in ten statements man’s duty 
toward God and toward his fellow man 
has been set down. In the Gospel of 
Matthew, in the’ Sermon on the Mount, 
the Lord Jesus Christ takes up those 
laws, which men had interpreted then 
as they do now, as referring only to 
man’s outward conduct, but which Christ 
showed referred equally to the inner 
thoughts of the heart. He that hath un- 
clean thoughts toward a woman in his 
heart is guilty of adultery in the eyes 
of God, and he that hateth his brother 
is a murderer. 

Thirdly, these standards.apply to every 
phase of our lives. One of the remark- 
able things about the Mosaic Laws as 
given to the Children of Israe] was their 
all-inclusiveness. They applied to every 
part of the life of those people, both 
nationally and individually. There was 
an intricate ritual in regard to their re- 
ligious life; but there were also many 
laws and regulations as to their family 
and social life, marriage and divorce, the 
kind of food they should eat, the style 
and material of their clothes, the man- 
ner of trimming their hair, and the like. 
Similarly, their industrial life was also 
regulated; debts and interest on bor- 
rowed money, the cultivation of their 
fields, the sowing of seed, the threshing 
of the crops were all subject to specific 
laws. The intention was to reveal to 
them that their every activity as God’s 
Chosen People was to be directed by 
Him, and was to be carried out in such 
a way that they would be well-pléasing 
to Him in every detail of their lives, and 
at the same time would be living lives 
entirely different and apart from those 
of the surrounding nations, who knew 
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not God and were sunk in sin and world- 
liness. 


What was true of God’s people in those 
ancient times should be even more true 
of us today who call ourselves His chil- 
dren. The Apostle Paul in the fourteenth 
chapter of Romans gives us three definite 
standards which we can apply to every 
action of ours: Does it injure or help 
me? Does it injure or help my brother? 
Does it glorify God? These three tests 
should be applied to any habits of ours 
of which we are uncertain as to whether or 
not they should have a place in our lives, 
Again, in two other of his Epistles, Paul 
gives us some other all-inclusive instruc- 
tions which should set the standards of 
our conduct, of our conversation, and even 
of our thoughts in all things, “Whether 
therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 
Cor. 10:31); “And whatsoever ye do, in 
word or in deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus” (Col. 3:17). If we all 
habitually lived in accordance with the 
principles laid down in these two verses, 
how very different our lives would be! 
Every act carried out to the. glory of 
God, even in the matter of eating and 
drinking; and every word spoken and 
every deed done being in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and in order to 
glorify Him. 


Making Possible the Impossible 


Of course, it is easy ta pass such things 
off with the excuse that that is an ideal 
so high and so wonderful as to be quite 
beyond our powers of measuring up to it. 
All that is perfectly true. It is impos- 
sible for us in our own strength, but 
for the one who is living a truly Christ- 
centered life it can and will be made 
possible. The Lord often commands His 
people to do what is quite impossible 
from the human standpoint, but when- 
ever He commands He also provides a 
way. As we think along these lines it 
should be very clear to us that it is a 
tremendously important thing for us to 
get into the habit of really studying 
our Bibles, to become familiar with God’s 
purposes and provisions for His people; 
and then, in reliance upon the Holy 
Spirit, to learn increasingly to apply 
things which we learn to our daily lives, 
I am sure it would mean a number of 
revolutionary changes for many of us 
and we would discover not only many 
wonderful things in the Bible of which 
we are at present ignorant, but we would 
also discover new power for living to 
the glory of God and a new joy in the 
experience of being well-pleasing to 
Him. 

In the apostolic days, before the books 








4 (4) 


‘ 


of the New Testament had been written, 
Paul had to tell new Christians, “Be ye 
imitators of me” (1 Cor. 4:16, A.S.V.). 
They did not know what the standards 
for Christian living were, and so. he 
had to tell them to watch him and be 
guided by his conduct under the leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit. We ought so 
to live, with the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the center of our lives and with our 
thoughts and desires so fixed upon Him, 
that under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit we may become living epistles, 
known and read of all men, to the glory 
and praise of God. If those who know 
us well should seek to imitate us in all 
things, what would be the effect on their 
lives and what would be the effect on 
the community? That is something 
worth thinking about! It would show 
us how self-centered we are rather than 
being Christ-centered. If we were less 
anxious to have our way, and were more 
concerned about His having His way in 
us day by. day, there would be much 
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more in us that would be a source of 
help and inspiration to others and a 
means of glory and praise to our God. 
The Psalmist of old must have been 
thinking of these matters when he wrote, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, 
that I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
119:11). May God give us grace to hide 
His Word in our hearts, His written 
Word and also His incarnate Word, the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, that we, too, 
may be kept from sinning against Him. 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, 
teach us, we pray, to keep our 
thoughts and our hearts centered on 
Thy Son, our Lord and Saviour. 
May Thy Spirit so open up to us 
Thy Word, that more and more we 
may make our lives conform to its 
standards and so become increasingly 
well-pleasing unto Thee. In the 
mame of Jesus Christ we ask it, 
Amen. 
(To be continued) 


ll. Giving the Great Commission First Place 


The significance of its occurrence in all four Gospels 


ARK gives us the great commission 

in the most concise form found in 
the four Gospels. His words are quoted 
perhaps more often than any of the 
others: “And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 
However, Mark is not as clear as the 
other writers in giving the setting. He 
simply says in verse 14, “Afterward he 
appeared unto the eleven as they sat 
at meat...” (or, as the margin reads, 
“as they sat together’). The time and 
place are not clear; therefore, it would 
be useless to speculate. This could be 
the same incident as that recorded in 
Matthew or perhaps in Luke and John; 
or, it is not beyond the realm of pos- 
sibility that this could relate to an en- 
tirely different time and place, 

The important thing to note here is 
not so much the setting as the fact that 
Mark does record the great commission. 
Thus this command is recorded in all 
four Gospels—in itself a significant fact. 
There are not very many incidents in 
the life of Christ that are clearly and 
unmistakably recorded by all four Gos- 
pel writers. Even the beautiful Christ- 
mas story is told by only two out of the 
four. But here is one command that 
is recorded in clear and forceful terms 
by all four writers. Certainly the Holy 
Spirit was making no mistake in leading 
them all to include this command which 
was so vitally important to Christ Him- 
self. Along with the story of the death 
and resurrection ‘of Christ (which is 
also, of course, related by all four 
writers) comes the fourfold record of 
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the great commission, once again indi- 
cating what an integral part of the Gos- 
pel itself is this command. Detach this 
command from the Gospel, and you have 
broken the unity of the message, making 
it incomplete, 

After finding the great commission in 
all four Gospels, we encounter it again 
in the first chapter of Acts. Here Christ 
has gathered the Eleven once more on 
“the mount called Olivet” (Acts 1:12) 
to give them His final instructions be- 
fore He returns to Heaven. After prom- 
ising them the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord Jesus goes on to say, “But ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall 
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8), 

Here again there are several points 
worthy of special note. The first is that 
little word “and” already noted in Luke 
24. It; is the same word—kai—as that 
found in Luke. It is of vital significance 
that Christ did not choose to employ 
the word “or” in this verse. If He had, 
the verse would put the entire great 
commission on an optional basis. That 
is, it could read something like this, 
“... ye shall be witnesses unto me in 
Jerusalem, or (if things get too hard 
there) in all Judza, or (if you don’t care 
for Judza) in Samaria, or (as a last 
resort) unto the uttermost part of the 
earth.” No, Jesus Christ, in His divine 
wisdom, chose rather the word that 
would put every part of this command 
on an equal plane with every other part. 
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That is, by the use of the conjunction 
kai, He placed the same emphasis on 
“the uttermost part of the earth” as on 
Jerusalem, Judzea, and Samaria. 

Certainly the principle inherent in this 
verse is that the witness must begin 
at home, but that is not the only prin- 
ciple found here. There is as much 
emphasis placed on “the uttermost part 
of the earth” as there is on any other 
part. One trouble today is that too often 
our witness, although it may start at 
home, does not get far enough. We keep 
on doubling up and piling up the witness 
in “Jerusalem,” while at the same time 
we neglect vast regions of the “utter- 
most part of the earth” which still await 
the first messenger of Light. 

Another point worthy of special note 
is the strategic time at which Christ gave 
this command on the Mount of Olives. 
After the words, “and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth,” we read, “And 
when he had spoken these things, while 
they beheld, he was taken up; and a 
cloud received him out of their sight” 
(Acts 1:9). Obviously, then, these were 
the last words that the Lord Jesus spoke 
on earth. Just as Christ was aware 
that the disciples would remember well 
the first thing He said to them after the 
Resurrection (see above on John 20), 
so they would remember the very last 
thing He said to them before leaving 
the earth. It is not uncommon for any 
one of us to remember clearly the last 
words spoken to us by a loved one be- 
fore his departure from this life. Christ 
was fully aware of this human trait, so 
He chose to express in His very last words 
the desire that must have been closest 
to His own heart. He knew that this 
was the one thing the disciples would 
not forget. The fact that Christ chose 
the great commission as His last words 
on earth indicates once again the 
supreme importance He was placing 
upon the duty of getting the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth. 

Undoubtedly that little band of eleven 
men returned to Jerusalem with these 
words ringing ip their ears—“the utter- 
most part of the earth’—for they were 
the last words to come from the lips 
of their Saviour. And the sequel to the 
story is that they did something about 
it. Witness the phenomenal spread of 
Christianity in the first century. What 
would be our condition today Had these 
men been disobedient to that which was 
closest to their Lord’s heart? 

In this brief study of a great theme 
can be seen several vital points which 
show clearly the emphasis that Christ 
was placing on the spread of the Gospel. 
It was the first thing He said by way of 
exhortation to His disciples after the 
Resurrection, and He probably said it 
twice that first evening. It was the last 
thing He said in His earthly ministry. 
He said it at least one other time (Matt. 
28) during those forty days, and it ap- 
pears to be the one thing about which 
He talked repeatedly during the post- 
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resurrection days. He made it an in- 

tegral part of the Gospel itself. How 
can any honest person fail to recognize 
that this matter of getting the Gospel 
to the last part of the earth was the thing 
uppermost in. the mind of Christ? 

How can any honest Christian, who 
is seeking God’s will for his life, ex- 
pect to find that will without including 
this command in his considerations? In 
seeking God’s will for our life, we do 
not sit down with a blank sheet of paper 
on which we can tabulate the “pros” 
and “cons” of serving the Lord. Rather, 
we must start with what He has already 
given us; we must write across the top 
of that sheet the great commission. This 
is the starting point. Only when we 
start here can we honestly go on and 
expect to find God’s will for our lives. 

A brief look at the world situation to- 
day indicates one of two things: either 
we as Christians have sadly misunder- 
stood the importance that Christ Him- 
self placed on this command, or we have 
been disobedient to His clear-cut and 
unmistakable command. According to 
a recent survey prepared by the Evan- 
gelical Foreign Missions Association and 
reported in United Evangelical Action 
(Feb. 15, 1953), there is a total mission- 
ary force in the world today of some 
25,000 in lands outside such countries 
as the United States, Canada, England, 
and Australia. Taken in proportion to 
the estimated population of the lands 
where these missionaries are working 
(approximately 2,430,000,000), this makes 
a ratio of about one missionary to every 
97,000 persons. How many areas in the 
United States are there where the ratio 
of Christian workers to the total popu- 
lation is even one tenth as low? How 
many people in the United States cannot 
hear the Gospel if they want to via 
radio, television, evangelistic campaigns, 
or in a church? Who is there in the 
United States who cannot buy a Bible if 
he wants it? Yet what of the regions 
beyond where Christ has not been 
named? What of the more than a thou- 
sand languages in the world today which 
still await the first word of the Bible 
written in them? 

Can it be that God loves the people 
of the United States so much more than 
the people of other lands that He gives 
us the Gospel over and over again, year 
in and year out, but does not send the 
message even once to millions of people 
in Central Asia, Africa, India, Latin 
America, and other areas of the werld? 
Or can it be that the blame for this ap- 
palling situation lies at the door of us 
who are Christians and who have been 
disobedient to Christ’s last command? 
Christ did not “challenge” us to give the 
Gospel: He “commanded” us to do so. 
It has been very appropriately asked, 
“Doth the Lord God deal in challenges 
or commands?” 

In view of Christ’s attitude toward His 
last command and the present world 
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situation, can any one of us be honest 
with God in seeking His will unless we 
are ready to face the fact that He very 
likely may send us to another land to 
have a share in reaching “the uttermost 
part of the earth”? There is no virtue 
in crossing geographical boundaries, ex- 


cept for the fact that most of those who. 


have not heard of Christ happen to be 
outside of the United States. Why then 
do we wait for some spectacular “call” 
to do the very thing that Christ has so 
clearly and repeatedly commanded us 
to do? Is it not logical to say that we 
should have an equally spectacular “call” 
to stay at home, in the light of Christ’s 
command and the present world situa- 
tion? ; 

Granted, God does lead many to re- 
main in the United States, and we praise 
God for the volume of fine Gospel work 
which is going on now in our land. But 
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the point is this: if I am staying in the 
United States (where the Gospel has 
already been given so much), do I 
clearly have God’s leading that I am not 
to go personally to those’ who have not 
heard the Gospel? If so, what am I 
doing by way of active encouragement 
and earnest prayer to send, and then to 
uphold, as many messengers of the Gos- 
pel as possible to other lands? As long 
as the Gospel is at least available in 
the United States, and there remain vast 
regions yet untouched by even one Gos- 
pel witness, we may very fairly ask 
ourselves, in the light of Christ’s last 
command, “Have I my Master’s permis- 
sion to-stay at home?” With the Apostle 
Paul we may say, “Awake to righteous- 
ness, and sin not; for some have not the 
knowledge of God: I speak this to your 
shame” (1 Cor. 15:34). 


San Jose, Costa RIca. 


ll. Taking the Gospel to Shangri-La 


The Dutch Government relents, and Dutch New Guinea is opened to missionaries 


O ONE can read the inscrutable 

mind of government officials, but 
presumably they had not permitted the 
missionaries to come into Dutch New 
Guinea up to this time because they 
felt that the Dutch Reformed Church 
and the Roman Catholics were doing a 
good enough job with the natives, even 
though, by evangelical standards, they 
couldn’t begin to meet the need. 

At the same time, Australian New 
Guinea was making better commercial 
progress than Dutch New Guinea. Per- 
haps the presence of the enterprising 
missionaries helped! Especially, if the 
missionaries would bring planes to open 
the interior. Whatever their thinking, 
the Dutch Government decided to. wel- 
come the missionaries. This is a new 
approach for a government to take. The 
usual attitude is that a military patrol 
must open the country, but the word 
had come from the Hague to let the 
missionaries go first into the interior. 

Working, or soon to be working, in 
Dutch New Guinea are the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, Regions Beyond 
Missionary Union, The Evangelica, Alli- 
ance Mission, and Unevangelized Fields 
Mission of Australia. 

None of them is working in Shangri- 
La, nor will they be until the plane 
service is established. However, when 
one reaches the field the romance of 
Shangri-La fades in view of the hun- 
dreds of thousands who need to hear the 
Gospel. And these people do respond 
when they hear. 

Grady Parrott visited the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance station at Wissel 
Lakes. At this station there is a small 
chapel and a number of converts. The 


service Parrott attended was packed. 
+ 


By DOROTHY C. HASKIN 


Afterward he went to the home of Ken 
Troutman. A little native girl came, 
bringing a basket of fresh-water craw- 
fish. Troutman explained, “This is the 
offering.” 

Due to the terrain of the country and 
the attitude of the Dutch Government, 
the progress of missions depends upon 
the use of planes. One too-vivid illus- 
tration of the need of planes when en- 
tering this field is the death of Erikson 
and Tritt. Another is the experience of 
‘Hans,! one of the missionaries of the 
Unevangelized Fields Mission. 

He had to go by trail with his wife 
and four children to his station. The 
government insisted that they carry a 
portable radio, so each evening Hans 
reported his day’s progress. He told of 
plodding in mud over the tops ‘of. his 
boots, of his little girl’s falling out of 
her hammock and a snake’s biting her 
on the hand. The family made painful 
progress to a station that is fourteen 
days by trail as against forty minutes 
by air. 

Missionary Aviation Fellowship is go- 
ing ahead with plans to enter this field. 
They have ordered a Piper Pacer, which 
will carry four people, and has floats 
and wheels which may be used inter- 
changeably. It will land on rivers and 
lakes until such time as airstrips can be 
hacked out of the jungle. 

This plane is one of the fruits of the 
death of Erikson and Tritt. Erikson and 
Tritt had both taken training at Colum- 

1 Missionary “Hans” is J. M. Veldhuis, who 
with his wife and children is located seventy- 
five miles south of Hollandia on the Keeron 
River at Sengge, where an airstrip is already 
prepared in readiness for Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship.—Editor’s note. 
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bia Bible College. When the students 
learned of the death of these men, the 
head of the Student Foreign Missions 
Fellowship phoned Parrott and asked 
the cost of a plane. 


“Nine thousand dollars, including ship-’ 


ping and crating,” replied Parrott. He 
could almost hear the man’s spirit drop. 
Nevertheless, the students started a me- 
morial fund, and on faith pledged $5,000. 
The target date was April 8th. By March 
18th, the $5,000 was paid and by April 
15th, $7,525 had been paid into the fund. 

Charles Mellis of Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship, who is working in Territory 
of New Guinea, is ready to spark the 
advance. Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship will co-operate with all missions 
who have a work in Dutch New Guinea. 
Each mission can cover only so much 
territory because of the hazard and ex- 
pense involved. And the field is large. 

If we who are entrusted with the 
Gospel are to reach those in Shangri-La 
and the surrounding territory, we need 
to enter in with force. As one Dutch 
official said, “Don’t come until you can 
bring about ten missionaries for each 
station you set up, because the minute 
you advance, the Roman Catholics will 
surround you with numbers.” 


HoLLywoop, CALIF. 


% 


Barnyard Morality 
(Continued from second page) 


The next item reports the recent catch 
of Coelacanth No. 3 on the coast of 
East Africa. “The fish itself is a rather 
big fish, a dark, metallic blue in color. 
It has two back fins, and two forward 
fins which resemble crude limbs. This 
species, think scientists, gave rise to the 
first amphibians — four-legged, partly 
land animals.” It is “one of a rare 
species that lived more than 400,000,000 
years ago.” So say the scientists! 

After the first one was discovered in 
1938 THe SunpDAy ScHoo. TIMEs published 
an article about it by Dr. George Mc- 
Cready Price (Dec. 30, 1939). His com- 
ments are again quite appropriate: 

“But why all this fuss about a strange- 
looking fish? 

“Well, the geologists had long been 
familiar with certain kinds of fossil fishes 
which they had named Coelacanths, and 
which occur in the geological formations 
from the Carboniferous to the Creta- 
ceous. The general order to which they 
belong is termed the Crossopterygii; 
there is no common name for them, for 
they were all supposed to have become 
extinct fifty or a hundred million years 
ago, or in the ‘age’ of the big dinosaurs. 
Indeed, one scientist declared that if a 
living dinosaur should walk up to his 
front door some fine morning, he would 
hardly be more surprised than the sci- 
entific world had been made by this dis- 
covery of a living Coelacanth from the 
south Indian Ocean. 
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“Obviously there must be plenty more 
of them where this one came from, if we 
could only get them into the trawling 
nets or catch them in some other way. 
But where have they been all these fifty 
or one hundred million years since the 
‘last’ of them left their fossils in the 
Chalk rocks of North America, Europe, 
and many other parts of the world? 
Were they all off on a trip to the moon, 
thus escaping burial in any of the de- 
posits during the long ‘millions’ of in- 
tervening ages? And why have they not 
done any evolving during all these long 
ages, but are today exactly as they used 
to be? Or turning the problem around 
the other way, since a set of rocks is 
often classed as ‘modern’ because the 
fossils we find in it are now living in 
the modern world; why may we not call 
these Cretaceous or Chalk beds that con- 
tain these fossil Coelacanths as strictly 
modern as those that contain other mod- 
ern or living species? Rocks are always 
dated from the kinds of fossils they con- 
tain; and the labels or names on many 
sets of strata have been changed time 
and again. Why not consider these Cre- 
taceous beds as really modern after all, 
like the Tertiary and the Pleistocene? 

“But the evolutionists will never agree 
to this; for it would start them on a line 
of revision of their theories that it would 
be difficult to stop. For there is scarcely 
a single one of the geological. ‘forma- 
tions’ that does not contain typical fos- 
sils that have turned out to be identical 
with kinds now living either on the 
lands or in the oceans. And that would 
make all the fossils much alike as to 
age, and make one ‘age’ as modern as 
any other. This would mean that these 
fossil- kinds were all once contempo- 
raneous, and that they were-all over- 
whelmed by the one great catastrophe 
of the Flood, the first great world dis- 
aster, which the Bible always treats as 
a literal event, and a type of the next 
great world disaster, the world’s renova- 
tion by fire. 

“Many people seem to think that the 
various phases of, the evolution theory 
are based on modern discoveries. Not 
so; the theories came first, and the dis- 
coveries have been made since, and most 
of them are of such a nature as to put 
the theorists on the defensive, trying 
to ‘explain’ these discoveries in such a 
way as to save their theories. And dur- 
ing the past twenty-five or thirty years 
they have been kept pretty busy with 
this ‘explaining.’” 


Pilgrims and Sojourners 
(Continued from second page) 


better.” The apostle says he knows that, 

Do you know that? Are you certain 

that that is going to be your destiny, 

that each day you live brings you a day 

nearer to that? This is the message 

of the Gospel. Christ has brought im- 
co 
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mortality to light through the Gospel, 
All this is being prepared for us, 

When our Lord was leaving His dis- 
ciples, He saw that they were crest- 
fallen, and He said: “Let not your heart 
be troubled... . I go to prepare a place 
for you.”” Not only is God preparing the 
place, but He is fitting us for it. It is 
through much tribulation that we enter 
the Kingdom of God. The whole pur- 
pose of the Gospel is to fit us for Heaven. 
We enjoy many blessings in this world, 
but they are nothing compared with the 
blessings that will be ours in Heaven. 


“Who hath also sealed us, and given 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” 
(2 Cor, 1:22). What is meant by that 
word “earnest”? It is a deposit, some- 
thing to go on with. It is a kind of 
guarantee that the rest is coming. What 
the apostle really means is that the Holy 
Spirit is our earnest of all that is to 
come. If is the Holy Spirit who guar- 
antees this. He gives me the spirit of 
adoption whereby I cry, “Abba, Father.” 
Is God your Father? Do you know Him 
as your Father? It is the Holy Spirit 
who makes God known to us as our 
Father. You know you are God’s child; 
and if you know that, you can be certain 
of Heaven. If you are uncertain that 
you are a child of God, you will be 
uncertain about Heaven. We are being 
wrought upon by God; He is really fit- 
ting us for that heavenly dwelling place. 
We are convicted of sin, we are chastised 
by God, we are conscious of being dealt 
with, and wrought upon by God, That 
is what the Holy Spirit. does in our 
souls. 

My friends, do you know that you 
are in God’s hands? Are you aware 
that you are being wrought upon by 
God? If you are, you can be certain that 
you are going to Heaven to be with 
Christ. But if you are handling your 
own life, if you have not got this cer- 
tainty that the apostle had, that he was 
being dealt with by God, that he was 
being prepared for this heavenly house 
not made with hands, which would never 
pass away, but would last through all 
eternity, then you lack this assurance 
and confidence. If we really believed 
these things, we would, with the apostle, 
be earnestly desiring to be clothed upon 
with our house which is from Heaven. 
Matthew Henry says, “It may be a sin 
to long for death, but I am sure it is 
not a sin to long for Heaven.” If that 
is our destiny—and it is if we are in 
Christ—well then, I say it is a destiny 
to be longed for. In the light of that 
destiny, it does not matter very much 
what is going to happen in the coming 
year. “For we know that if our earthly 
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
we have a building of God, an house 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens,” and free from all corruption. 
Do you know it? Can you say, “I 
know”? 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. JESUS AND NICODEMUS 


John 3; printed text, verses 1-16 


Golden Text.—God so loved the world, that he on his only 
bet be ave everlasti 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 3:1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nico- 
demus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God 
be with him. 

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when 
he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the ‘Spirit is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unte thee, Ye must be born again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


— Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 


fe —John 3:16 


9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these 
things be? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of 
Israel; and knowest not these things? 

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness, 

12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 

‘14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By j. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


NE of the peculiarities of John’s 
O Gospel is the great number of the 

evangelist’s own comments ihter- 
spersed in the narrative. The other Gos- 
pel writers rarely interject even explana- 
tory notes. For clear examples of this 
in John’s Gospel, look at 2:24, 25; 7:39; 
11:13; 12:37-43; 20:30, 31; 21:19. In this 
week’s lesson two passages are thought 
by many to be such commentaries in- 
serted by John himself, 3:16-21 and 3: 
31-36. Most of us, however, like to think 
of John 3:16 as having been spoken by 
our Lord Himself; but it is just as true 
even if John gave it to us. It is still the 
Word of God. 

The discourses of Jesus recorded by 
John are a completely different selection 
from those given in the synoptic Gospels. 
Here we have none of the Sermon on 
the Mount, none of the “mysteries of 
the kingdom” discourse, none of the 
great indictment of the scribes and 
Pharisees, none of the Olivet discourse. 
But see what we have: the discourses 
on the new birth (3:1-21), the water of 
life (4:4-26), the Son and His witnesses 
(5:19-47), the bread of life (6:27-59), 
the light and life of men (8:12-58), the 
Good Shepherd (10:1-18), and the un- 
speakably' precious upper room dis- 
course (13:31 to 16:33). Here is a wealth 
of our Lord’s teaching, given to indi- 
viduals and to groups, for which we must 
be exceedingly thankful. 

‘There are also some notable omissions 
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in John’s Gospel with regard to events. 
The following events are not recorded 
here: the birth of Christ (but see 1:14), 
the baptism, the temptation, the trans- 
figuration, the last supper, the agony 
in the garden, and the ascension. Of 
these seven, Mark also omits the first, 
and Matthew the last. These omissions 
may seem strange to us, but they empha- 
size the fact that Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John were not writing a biography, 
but a Gospel, and each one had his own 
emphasis, as he was guided by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Verse by Verse 

John 3:1.—“A man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.” 
Two things are said of Nicodemus: he 
belonged to the sect of the Pharisees 
(see Acts 26:5), arid that he was a ruler, 
which means that he was a member of 
the Sanhedrin, the great Jewish council. 








Additional Help on John's Gospel 


VERY helpful work on the Gospel 

being studied in the first quarter’s 
lessons is the “Devotional Commentary 
on -the Gospel of John,” by Dr. J. C. 
Macaulay (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub, Co., 
255 Jefferson Ave., S.E., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $3). 

Incidentally, a sentence in Dr. Macau- 
lay’s lesson article for December 20 
(p. 1055), was incorrectly given, and 
should have read: “The good will of 





the song is not an attitude of man to 
man, but the new attitude of God to 
men who have been reconciled to Him 
by the blood of His Son.”—Editor. 


Verse 2.—“Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God .. .” Nico- 
demus was Satisfied on the point of the 
divine mission of Jesus, but beyond that 
he was full of questioning. 

Verse 3.—“Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” Jesus went right to the heart of 
Nicodemus’s questioning. For all his 
learning and religion, he was an unre- 
generate man, unable to discern the 
things of God. See 1 Corinthians 2: 14. 

Verse 4—“How can a man be born 
when he is old?” His response to Christ's 
Statement was but further evidence of 
his unregenerate state. He could think 
only in terms of the natural. The spir- 
itual was beyond him. 


Verse 5.—“Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God.” Our Lord’s 
answer was a repetition of His former 
statement, with slight enlargement and 
explanation—“of water and of the 
spirit.” See Topics for Development, 


Verse 6.—“That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of 
the Spirit is spirit.” Now comes the real 
explanation. The carnal can only beget 
the carnal, and only the Spirit of God 
can beget what is spiritual. Garnished 
flesh is not spiritual. 


Verse 7.—“Ye must be born again.” The 
new birth may be a marvel, but the need 
for it is no marvel. It is in keeping with 
the law of generation. 

Verse 8.—“The wind bloweth . . . canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is born of 
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the Spirit.” The phenomena of the wind 
can be traced, but its coming and going 
remain mysterious. This is more true 
of the Holy Spirit, and those born of 
the Spirit partake of the mystery of the 
Spirit. 

Verse 10.—“Art thou a master of Is- 
rael, and knowest not these things?” 
For “a master,” read “the teacher.” 
Nicodemus was high in the ranks of 
Jewry, yet blind to spiritual truth. 

Verse 11.—“We speak that we do know, 

. and ye receive not our witness.” 
Our Lord speaks from first-hand knowl- 
edge, not acquired knowledge. The “ye” 
refers to the group represented by Nico- 
demus, not to Nicodemus as an individ- 
ual. As a group, the rulers of Israel 
did not bélieve, but Nicodemus came to 
faith. 

Verse 12—“How shall ye believe, if I 
tell you Of heavenly things?” The 
“earthly things” are those things which 
refer to our condition and experience 
here; the “heavenly things” are the 
works of God “behind the scenes.” 

Verse 13.—“*And no men hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came down 
from heaven...” A difficult verse, in- 
dicating that it was not by some dweller 
on earth ascending to Heaven that the 
truth came to men, but by a dweller in 
Heaven coming down to earth—Jesus 
Himself. 

Verse 14.—“As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness ... so must the 
Son of man be lifted up.” A reference 
to Numbers 21:7-9. The “lifting up” of 
Christ refers definitely to the cross, 
though His ascension to the throne may 
also be in view. 

Verse 15.—“That whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eter- 
nal life.” The great purpose of the “lift- 
ing up” was to secure life for man, 
which is available to faith. 

Verse 16.—*“. . . that he gave his only 
begotten Son ,. . have everlasting life.” 
Back of the great purpose and the costly 
means of attaining it is the infinite, 
matchless love of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The second chapter of John’s Gospel 
ends on a sad note. “Many believed,” 
Says the record, but Jesus did not be- 
lieve in them. Theirs was the superficial 
faith, based only on the spectacular, 
which did not lead them to a committal of 
themselves to the Lord Jesus. 

But there were a few earnest souls in 
Jerusalem who were neither willing to 
be swept into a hasty commitment nor 
satisfied to abide in a smug indifference. 
Of thi¢ number was Nicodemus, the 
Pharisee, who shared the almost fanati- 
cal adherence of his sect to the Law, but 
did not share their hypocrisy. 

This religious leader was frankly 
puzzled. The miracles of Jesus were 
valid credentials of a prophet, “a teacher 
come from God,” yet the teachings of 
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Jesus so cut across the traditions which 
the Pharisees so cherished that Nico- 
demus was at a loss to know what to 
make of it all. But while others of 
his sect, and other members of the great 
council, closed their eyes to the evidence 
and refused to hearken to Jesus, Nico- 
demus was bent on having the mystery 
solved. He chose an interview by night, 
when interruption was least likely. 

His opening affirmation contained all 
the questions of his inquiring mind. But 
our Lord turned the tables on the in- 
quirer. Nicodemus thought that Jesus 
was the problem. Jesus showed him 
that Nicodemus was the problem. What 
he needed was not an answer to his 
questions, buf a new birth, a birth from 
above. That, and that alone, would give 
him access to the Kingdom of God and 
open the eyes of his understanding to 
the truths of that Kingdom. In other 
words, his need, which was the need of 
all men, was not primarily intellectual, 
but spiritual. 

But how was that need met? Not by 
the scaling of the heights of Heaven by 
men in their search for truth, but by 
the eternal Truth Himself coming down 
from Heaven to men, and, as the great 
sin-bearer, being “lifted up” on the cross 
for the healing of men’s deadly wound. 
‘For God so loved the world, that. he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW can we explain John’s omission 

of such events as the baptism, the 
temptation, and the transfiguration of 
the Lord Jesus? 

2. What member of the sect of the 
Pharisees became a great apostle? 

3. Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus 
by night? 

4. How did Jesus receive the compli- 
ment which Nicodemus paid Him? 

5. How did Nicodemus react to our 
Lord’s teaching about the new birth? 

6. What position did Nicodemus occupy 
in Israel? 

7. To what event in the history of Is- 
rael did Jesus refer in His conversa- 
tion with Nicodemus? 

8. What contrast do you see between 
the closing verses of chapter 2 and the 
incident related in chapter 3? 

9. What was our Lord’s method in 
dealing with Nicodemus? 

10. What do we know of the latter his- 
tory of Nicodemus? 

(Answers on page 14) 


January 2;°1954 


soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” What 
an answer to the puzzled heart of Nico- 
demus, and yours, and mine! A sight 
of Calvary will do more to answer the 
enigmas of life than all philosophies 
and dogmas. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Jesus’ discernment of Nicodemus 
(1) A religious man 
(2) A puzzled man 
(3) A sincere man 
(4) An unregenerate man 
2. Jesus’ dealings with Nicodemus 
(1) First He mystified him (John 3: 
1-9) 
(2) Then He enlightened him (vs. 10- 
16) 


Topics for Development 


The New Birth. Here is a good oppor- 
tunity for the teacher to develop this 
wonderful doctrine. This can be done 
by following the text. 

1. The necessity for the new birth (vs. 
7 and 3, in this order). Notice the cate- 
gorical “must” of verse 7, and the tre- 
mendous fact stated in verse 3 that with- 
out the new birth a man is lacking the 
faculties which make the Kingdom of 
God, and indeed all spiritual things, a 
reality. 

2. The nature of the new birth. The 
word translated “again” in verses 3 and 
7 is the Greek word anothen, which sig- 
nifies from above.” The new birth is 
heavenly in its origin. Compare 1:13. 

3. The means of the new birth (v. 5). 
By “water and of the Spirit,” says Jesus. 
Some take this “water” to signify bap- 
tism, but material substances do not pro- 
duce spiritual realities. By a compari- 
son with 1 Peter 1:23 I am satisfied that 
the “water” here refers to the Word of 
God applied to the heart by the Holy 
Spirit, 

4. The reason for the new birth (v. 6). 
The flesh produces only “after its kind,” 
and no garnishing of the flesh can ever 
make it evolve into spirit. The new 
birth is the entrance of a new life. 

5. The mystery of the new birth (v. 8). 
The new birth will surely reveal itself 
in the phenomena of new behavior, but 
the source and the destiny of the child 
of God remain a mystery to the man of 
the world, 

“Whosoever believeth.” Fully devel- 
oped Calvinism holds that a man has to 
be born again in order to believe—that 
he is incapable of the act of believing 
until he is born again. In some of his 
sermons Spurgeon set forth this view. 
Others take the position that it is by 
believing that one is born again. We 
need not quarrel about this, but it is 
interesting to notice that our Lord did 
not tell Nicodemus that the way of be- 
ing born again was believing. He pre- 
sented the necessity of the new birth, 
and then laid down man’s responsibility 
to believe, without indicating the exact 
relation between the two. Whatever that 
relation, we have a “whosoever” Gospel, 
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_ Lesson for January 17. 


and must invite men to believe that they 
may not perish, but have everlasting life. 
The man who truly believes will be a 
born-again man—of that we may be sure. 


Practical Applications 


Better be a profound seeker (John 3:9) 
than a shallow believer (2:23, 24). 

If you have no time free of distraction 
for prayer by day, try the night season 
(v. 2), 

“That which is born of the flesh’’ may 
be cultured, learned, moral, and re- 
ligious, but it is still flesh, and as such 
has no part in the Kingdom of God. 

One may be a professor of theology 
(v. 10), and stil] not be born again. 

At the heart of the Gospel is the Cross, 
and at the heart of the Cross is the love 
of God. 


Golden Text 

John 3:16.—Consider (1) the direction 
of God’s love—the world of sinners; (2) 
the degree of God’s love—He gave His 
Son; (3) the design of God’s love—to 
give life to the perishing. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


‘ Succestep HyMNsS 
“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 
“A Ruler Once Came To Jesus by Night” 
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour” 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Lord, Thou art ever ready to respond to 


- those who seek Thee with the whole 


heart and desire light upon Thy truth. 
Meet with us now and open our under- 
standing to the truths of our lesson. May 
its study be used to bring many people 
today into the new birth. May we who 
have been born again grow by feeding 
upon Thy Word, and may we not neglect 
so to nourish our Christian life. Sup- 
port all those of Thy people who suffer 
for their faith. Give release to Thy 
Church wherever earthly powers oppose 
and hinder. Restore purity to the church 
in this. land by Heaven-sent revival. 
So may Thy people give forth Thy Gos- 
pel with great power and blessing to 
every creature. Let the sick and af- 
flicted come under Thy special mercies. 
Give grace and strength to the tempted 
and tried equal to their need. Pardon 
and cleanse us each one from our many 
sins, and keep us from falling in the 
time of temptation. We ask these 
mercies through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

After the’ Lesson.—It is less than a 
month since we observed Christmas, and 
we all have fresh and happy memories 
of the gifts we received. But the first 
Christmas gift must ever remain the 
greatest of all—God’s gift of His Son to 
be our Saviour. Our Golden Text tells 
us about it. Let us repeat it together: 
“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
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soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” Yes, God 
so loved that He gave, gave the world 
of men their first and greatest Christ- 
mas gift, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This great text is in the chapter that 
says we must be born again, must enter 
on a new and higher kind of life than 


FOR THE ie 
sf A NEW Lit 
BUT IF a 


we did at our first birth. And our Golden 
Text shows we are born again, have a 
new kind of life—everlasting life—by 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Or, 
to put it as in chapter one of John’s 
Gospel, “As many as received him... 
were born ... of God” (1:12, 13). 

I hope you have received Him. Till 
you do, He is not your Saviour and you 
are not born again. A Christian doctor 
once used John three sixteen to help a 
boy receive Christ. Showing the lad 
that Christ is God’s gift, he asked, “Does 
the giving of a gift make it yours?” The 
boy replied, “You must take it if it is 
to become yours.” “True,” said the doc- 
tor, “and so Christ must be taken as 
God’s gift if He is to become yours. I 
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am a doctor,” he went on, “but I am not 
your doctor, am I?” “No,” said the boy. 
“Why not?” “Because we never took 
you as our doctor,” said the boy. “Quite 
right,” came back the doctor, “and Jesus 
Christ is a Saviour, but He is not your 
Saviour unless you take Him. Will you 
do so now?” With bowed head the boy 
then told the Lord Jesus he would take 
Him as his Saviour then and there. Per- 
haps someone here today will do that 
same thing—take Christ as Saviour and 
Lord just now. Let us bow in prayer. 
CauLGaRY, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus” (John 3:1).—This 
man could have placed the following 
letters after his name: M.P., RJ., T.L. 
For he was a Man of the Pharisees, 
Ruler of the Jews, and Teacher of Is- 
rael. He evidently was the finest speci- 
men of manhood to be found in Israel 
in that day. . 

It was to this exemplary character 
the Lord Jesus said, “Ye must be born 
again.” Had He said it to a murderer, 


LOGIC OF THE BIRTH FROM ABOVE 


“CB <ceve e man be born of water and of the 





Spirit, he cannot enter into tre kingdorn of God.” (s0HN3:5) 
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a drunkard, an idolater, or a fornicator, 
there might have been reason for the 
moralist to say, “He didn’t mean me 
when He said, ‘Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God’!” p 

If there was need for Nicodemus to 
be born again—and there was, for the 
Lord told him so—then everyone stands 
in need of this birth from above. The 
educated, cultured, and formally re- 
ligious seem the hardest of all classes 
to reach with this vital message. 

It is related of John Wesley that, 
preaching to an audience of courtiers 
ahd noblemen, he used the “generation 
of vipers” text (Matt. 3:7), and a dis- 
pleased courtier said to him afterward, 
“That sermon should have been preached 
at Newgate Prison.” “No,” said the fear- 
less Wesley, “my text there would have 
been, ‘Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world’!” 

It was to the credit of Nicodemus, as 
a man, that he was high born, educated; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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and talented; but he had to learn that 
these things did not fit him for entrance 
into the Kingdom of God. 

“No man can do these miracles that 
thou doest .. .” (John 3:2).—We know 
from the closing verses of the previous 
chapter that our Lord wrought miracles 
in Jerusalem. Nicodemus had observed 
Him working the miracles, and was con- 
vinced that superhuman power was be- 
ing displayed. He was not like the 
scribes of Jerusalem, who said of the 
Lord: “He hath Beelzebub, and by the 
prince of the devils casteth he out devils 
for demons]” (Mark 3:22). He was not 
one who would be called a liberal to- 
day. He did not deny the ability of the 
Lord to perform miracles. 

A Sunday school leader asked the chil- 
dren, “What is a miracle?” He expected 
the set answer, “A parable in action,” 
hence was greatly surprised and taken 
aback when a little girl replied, “Some- 
thing we can’t do, but Jesus can!” 

“Except a man be born again, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God” (John 3: 
3).—What a surprised person Nicodemus 
must have been! The Lord knew his 
dire need, and without further com- 
ment from him about miracles, revealed 


it to him. A new birth, or a birth from | 


above, was the essential. Nothing else 
would do—nothing else would admit 
him into the Kingdom of God. 

As long as Nicodemus applied the 
Lord’s words to physical birth, it is not 
surprising that he cried, How? How? 
(vs. 4,9.) The Lord made it clear that 
He was referring to a spiritual birth, a 
regeneration. . 

There are many persons, who, al- 
though they know the Lord was refer- 
ring to a spiritual birth, are still asking, 
How? 

A preacher while visiting in a hospital 
was called to the bedside of a young 
man, who said: “I have been reading 
the words of the Saviour, ‘Ye must be 
born again,’ and I can’t get away from 
them. What do the words mean? I 
asked my minister and he simply said, 
‘You were born again when you were 
baptized.’ But that doesn’t satisfy me— 
I can’t stop worrying. Surely there is 
something more to it than that!” 

The preacher said, “Indeed there is 
something more to it than that. In fact, 
baptism in Scripture is not a birth, but 
a burial” (Rom. 6:4; Col, 2:12). 

It was a pleasure to the preacher to 
point out to the inquiring patient that 
water in the Bible is frequently used 
as a symbol of the Word of God. (See 
Psa. 119:9; John 15:3; Eph. 5:26.) The 
Bible is its own best interpreter. Each 
time in the Epistles the new birth is 
mentioned, it is always associated with 
the Word of God. The Apostle Peter 
said, “Being born again ., . by the word 
of God ... and this is the word which 
by the gospel is preached unto you” (1 
Pet, 1:23-25). 

James says, “Of his own will begat he 





January. 2, 1954. 


us with the word of truth” (1:18). The 
Apostle Paul wrote to~the Corinthians, 
“In Christ Jesus I have begotten you 
through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:15). And 
the Apostle John said, “Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God” (1 John 5:1). 

It was to born-again persons that the 
Apostle Paul wrote, “Ye are dead” (Col. 
3:3); and again, “Likewise reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin” 
(Rom, 6:11); and again, “Wherefore, my 
brethren, ye also are become dead to the 
law by the body of Christ” (Rom, 7:4). 
Such persons are proper candidates for 
baptism. Needless to say, the hospital 
patient ceased to worry when he acted 
upon the Word of God. 

“Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness .. .” (John 3:14).—The Lord 
reminded Nicodemus of the incident re- 
corded in Numbers 21. The people of 
Israel had sinned against God and Moses. 
Fiery serpents were sent into their midst. 
When face to face with death, the peo- 
ple admitted their sinfulness and be- 
sought Moses to intercede for them. 
God’s remedy for them was the serpent 
of brass uplifted on a pole. As many 
as looked, lived. : 

The Lord makes His own application, 
and says, “Even so must the Son of ‘man 
be lifted up: that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eter- 
nal life. For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 

How could Nicodemus, or anyone else, 
fail to see God’s remedy for sinners to- 
day, after hearing such words? 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when one receives a high 

challenge and fails to accept and 
act upon it, he sinks to a lower level. 
It is inevitable. He may recover, but 
he has lost a score. Let us not be un- 
fair to Nicodemus, for he was doubtless 
an upright man and a worthy citizen 
for the most part—a cultured man. Jesus 
called him “a master of Israel.” He 
was a prominent member of the Sanhe- 
drin; but Nicodemus missed the great 
opportunity of his life when one eve- 
ning he had a private interview with the 
Lord Jesus Christ and was the sole and 
exclusive listener to the greatest truth, 
the most sublime statement ever made 
in one brief sentence: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

This wonderful truth is yours and 
mine now, and if we have really ap- 
propriated it we are willing to face the 
world in owning it, to spend our all to 
live it. Nicodemus learned the mean- 
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ing of it that night, but he weighed 

other things against it—his standing in 

the Sanhedrin, his reputation among his 

own people the Jews, possibly the safety 
of his life, and he allowed “the Pearl 
of Great Price” to slip through his fin- 
gers. Yes, he did make a faint effort on 
one occasion before the Sanhedrin to 
defend Jesus, but it was very faint and 
quickly abandoned when they challenged 
him. Also he brought aloes and myrrh 
to anoint the body of Jesus for burial, 
but that was his limit. 

You never hear any more of Nicode- 
mus after that. James and John and 
Peter and others went everywhere boldly 
testifying to the Messiahship, the Sav- 
iourhood of Jesus; but not Nicodemus, 
who was the original hearer of John- 
three-sixteen; he just buried Him! Some 
church members do that. They meet 
Jesus, accept Him formally, then bury 
Him—at least you never hear any more 
about Him from them. I would like to 
know what became of Nicodemus. I 
have no reason to believe he ever had 
a moment’s peace after that momentous 
interview. 

This leads me, fellows, to ask myself 
and you, How loyal are we to Jesus? 
How much would we be willing to give 
up for His sake? How much scorn and 
persecution would we endure for Him— 
how much pain? Is He worth everything 
to us? Would we be willing to suffer 
martyrdom for Him? 

Jean Leon Gerome, a_ celebrated 
French artist, painted a marvelous pic- 
ture entitled “The Last Prayer.” The 
scene is the amphitheater at Rome, filled 
to its 87,000 capacity with people of every 
occupation and profession, from royalty 
to plebeians, gathered there with as 
much enthusiasm to see the Christians 
thrown into the arena and devoured by 
wild beasts as do Americans to see a 
big league game of baseball. Everything 
is ready. The wild beasts have been 
starved for several days; they are insane 
with hunger. In the arena you see a 
group of twenty or more unarmed, de- 
fenseless men, women, and children hud- 
dled together on their knees in prayer, 
realizing that in a few moments a mar- 
tyr’s fate will be theirs. They are Chris- 
tians who have renounced their heathen 

‘idols and accepted Christ as their Sav- 
iour. Near the group you see men upon 
crosses, being crucified alive, as their 
Master was. In the midst of this little 
Christian band stands the saintly figure 
of an aged, white-haired patriarch, or 
pastor, who is offering “The Last Prayer” 
for the group of heroic souls about him. 

It is a solemn and awful moment. The 
Emperor and his family have arrived 
and taken their seats in the royal box. 
The vast audience is tremulous with ex- 
citement and eager expectancy. The 
keeper pulls the latch rope and the 
strong door that confines the hungry, in- 
furiated beasts flies open. Instantly an 


immense, ferocious lion springs into the 
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arena, the other beasts following closely 
behind him. Gerome’s painting it seems 
represents just this terrible, indescrib- 
able moment, when the great lion ap- 
pears to have paused an instant to let 
the old patriarch finish his prayer before 
he and the other beasts dash into the 
midst of the band of Christians to fight 
over and feast upon their bodies, scat- 
tering their bones all over the arena, 
while 87,000 pagans look on. 

Fellows, we don’t know anything at 
all about hardship and persecution be- 
cause of our Christianity. 

They climbed the steep ascent of Heaven, 
through peril, toil, and pain; 

O God, to us may grace be given to 
follow in their train! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HO can quote the key verse of 

John’s Gospel? (John 20:31.) Cor- 
rect. Put the key on the chart. Last 
week we used the emblem of a lamb on 
the altar to represent the first chapter 
of John. Why? (Because John intro- 
duced Jesus as “The Lamb of God.”) 
Right. Put that emblem at the lower 
left hand side of your flannel board. 

In chapter 2 we found two occasions 
when Jesus used His authority. What 
were they? (At the wedding; in the 
Temple.) Correct. So we have two 
emblems for that chapter, the water jug 
reminding us of His authority over the 
servants at the wedding, and the Temple 
reminding us of His power over the 
money-changers in the Temple. Put 
these emblems next to that of the lamb 
on the altar. 

Today our lesson is found in the great 
third chapter of John. Read the first 
two verses. Who was Nicodemus? (A 
Pharisee, a ruler of the Jews.) Right. 
Both these answers tell us that Nico- 
demus lived a good life. Do you re- 
member the Pharisee’s prayer in Luke 
18:11, 12, “God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers. . . I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all I possess.” The Phari- 
sees prided themselves on their good 
lives, their outward observance of the 
Law of Moses. Nicodemus was also a 
ruler of the Jews; that is, a member of 
the Jewish Sanhedrin. No one could 
be a member of that body unless he was 
both righteous and religious. 

When did Nicodemus come to Jesus? 
(By night.) Some people think he came 
by night just in order to have an un- 
interrupted talk with Jesus. This is 
possible, but probably was not the only 
reason. By coming to Jesus at night 
he was able to come without being 
noticed by the other Pharisees, who were 
already jealous of the Lord. The next 
time we meet him, in the end of chapter 
7, Nicodemus was taking a stand for 
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Jesus before the other members of the 
Sanhedrin. 

Where did the interview between Jesus 
and Nicodemus take place? The Bible 
does not tell us. I like to think of them 

as sitting on the flat roof of the house, 

with stars twinkling overhead and the 
city wrapped in slumber below. 

What made Nicodemus want to come 
to Jesus? (Seeing His miracles.) Yes. 
He was convinced by what he had seen 
and heard that Jesus was a teacher come 
from God and that God was with Him. 
Nicodemus seems to have wanted to 
know more about Jesus and His wonder- 
ful power. But before he could really 
appreciate the Saviour he had to realize 
his own need. What did the Lord Jesus 
tell him first thing? Read verses 3-7. 
(That he must be born again.) Right. 
Jesus pointed out three times over the 
necessity of the new birth for him and 
for everyone, no matter how good he 
was. “Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” “Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” “Ye must be born again.” 

Read verses 8-14. Although Nicodemus 
was a good and religious man, he did 
not question his need of the new birth 
as so many people do today. Perhaps 
that was because he was so near to the 
Saviour. Those who are close to Him 
feel their own sinfulness. It is only those 
who are far away who feel themselves 
too good. At any rate Nicodemus did 
not ask, “Why do I need to be born 
again?” but, “How can these things be?” 

So the Lord began to reveal Himself 
and His work to this hungry-hearted 
man. In verse 13 Jesus taught him that 
He was omnipresent, showing that He 
was God as well as man, for only God 
is omnipresent. He is able to be on earth 
and in Heaven at the same time. Then 
Jesus went on to explain to Nicodemus 
the meaning of His coming death. Read 
verses 14-16. Our Lord used an Old 
Testament story familiar to this man, to 
show him the way of salvation. Turn 
to Numbers 21:5-9 and read it together. 
Here God sent fiery serpents to punish 
the Israelites for their unbelief and dis- 
obedience, which had caused them to 
speak against Him and His servant 
Moses. Those bitten by the serpents 
died. The serpents were a picture of 
sin, for “the soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:20). 

This is an especially fine story to help 
a good person see his need of the Sav- 
iour. It took only one snake bite to kill. 
Just so it takes only one sin to shut 
a man out of Heaven. In answer to 
prayer God provided the remedy. A 
brass serpent was raised on a pole high 
enough so that all could see it. If any- 
one was bitten by a serpent, all he had 
to do was to raise his eyes to that brazen 
serpent and be healed. 

The Saviour told Nicodemus that He 
was going to bear our sins on the cross, 
so that anyone looking up to Him in 
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simple faith would be healed of the dis- 
ease of sin. Instead of eternal death, 
which is the result of sin, the one look- 
ing to Jesus receives everlasting life. 
This is another way of saying such a 
person is born again. 

Neither Nicomedus nor we need to 
worry about how God accomplishes this. 
All we need to do is to believe in our 
hearts that “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son,” then 
to put our faith in that blessed One and 
in His work on the cross, and we will 
have everlasting life. This is the way 
to be born again. 

Have you ever been born again? If 
not, why not? If you do not feel your 
need of being born again, pray this short 
prayer every day, “Lard, show me my- 
self... When you see yourself as you 
appear in God’s sight, you will rush to 
the Saviour. If you already feel your 
need, then pray, “Lord, show me Thy- 
self.’ Look to Him and be saved. Then 
you will be made fit to enter the King- 
dom of God and you will also be able 
to understand and enjoy the things of 
the Lord, as never before. 


~ FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Faith’s Object—Whosoever believeth 

in him (John 3:16, Golden Text). Charles 
Spurgeon told his students, “It is no use 
standing and screaming, ‘Believe,’ unless 
you tell them what to believe and why.” 
—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. 


The Secret of Salvation.—Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God (Jofin 3:3). Some time ago, while 
bathing in the Atlantic, and possessing 
little swimming skill, we were seized by 
a vicious undertow. Almost before we 
knew it had happened, we found our- 
selves far out in deep waters. Fortu- 
nately, a lifeguard was near by in a boat, 
and as he jumped into the waves and 
came over to us, we frantically seized 
hold of him. Sharply, he commanded, 
“Let yourself go and stop your strug- 
gling!” We saw the secret of being 
saved. We had to let go and let him 
save us. This is exactly what God de- 
mands. He expects no struggle or ef- 
fort on our part. He demands no_pay- 
ment. He wants us simply to “let” Him 
do the saving.—From the Bible Exposi- 
tor. Sent by W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, 
Pa. 

An Unappropriated Gift.—That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(John 3:6). Did you hear about the 
rich young man who called upon a 
preacher to perform a wedding cere- 
mony for him? Not being too flush, the 
preacher thought the wedding fee would 
really help him in his financial straits. 
The wedding was very extravagant, and 
all the gifts from the groom were in 
keeping with the event. But the 
preacher was presented with just a pair 
of what seemed to be ordinary gloves. 
He accepted them graciously and took 
them home, and, with a jovial remark 
to his wife, tossed the gloves into a 
dresser drawer. Several months later 
he was dressing to attend an important 
convention, and his wife remarked, “You 
look so nice, why don’t you wear those 
gloves? After all, they are nice ones.” 
He said, “O.K.,” and took them from the 
dresser drawer. As he put his hand into 
one of them, he found the fingers 
blocked, and, turning one of the fingers 
inside out, he found .a ten-dollar bill. 
Of course, his wife immediately took 
over, and soon they found a ten-dollar 
bill in each of the ten fingers. The in- 
cident which happened to the preacher 
illustrates a great truth. When the gen- 
tleman gave the preacher the gloves, he 
gave him all that was in the gloves, But 
months had passed before the preacher 
had appropriated what was already his. 
When God gave His Son, Jesus Christ, 
for us, then to us, He gave all that Jesus 
can ever mean to a Sinner in time and 
eternity.—From the Log of the Good 
Ship Grace. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


More Than a Coating Needed.—Ye 
must be born again (John 3:7). Sup- 
pose I had a rotten apple. I could take 
that apple to an artist, and have him put 
a coating of wax on it, and then paint 
it until it was the most beautiful apple 
you ever saw, but it would be just as 
rotten at heart as ever, and one bite 
into it would tell the tale. The trouble 
is that when one is out of Christ he is 
wrong at heart, and mere culture, re- 
finement, respectability, morality are 
simply coatings of wax on the outside 
painted up. You must be changed down 
to the deepest’ depths of your being. 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
aman be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.”—From R. A. Torrey. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


“I Can Hoist a Sail.”—The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth 
(John 3:8). Dr. J. H. Jowett was en- 
gaged one Saturday morning in his study 
in meditation on the third chapter of 
John, the eighth verse, “The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth.” Although the Doc- 
tor considered long and carefully, some- 
how he could get no further, so he 
decided that he would go for a walk along 
the seashore. It was a bright spring 
morning, cool and clear. He saw the 
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ships across the bay and the North Sea 
rollers breaking on the shore. He saw, 
too, seated by a breakwater,:an old 
sailor, knife in hand, splicing rope. “Ah,” 
said the Doctor, “if any man can explain 
the wind, this is the man!” He went 
over to the sailor and sat down on the 
shingle by his side and said, “Old man, 
can you explain the wind?” The old 
sailor looked out across the bay and saw 
the white sails of the ships billowing 
in the breeze. “No,” he said, “no, Doc- 
tor Jowett, I cannot explain the wind, 
but I will tell you what I can do.” 
“What is that?” asked the Doctor. “I 
cannot explain the wind, but I can hoist 
a sail.” The Doctor sprang to his feet. 
“Thank you, my friend,” he said. “I 
have my sermon.” In every walk of life 
we are constantly using and profiting 
by powers that we cannot explain. 
Surely, then, we are foolish indeed if 
we pretend that we cannot lay hold upon 
the blessing that God has provided in 
Christ just because we cannot explain 
exactly how it is that such a blessing 
can be brought about. The simplest 
among us can turn in our hearts to God 
and receive at His hand by faith the 
Saviour whom He has provided, and so 
experience the power of the new life 
that He alone can give.—From “Hoisting 
the Sail,” in Christian Digest. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans.; Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans.; and Mrs. Herman 
L. Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


A Sad Inconsistency.—Art thou a mas- 
ter of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? (John 3:10.) “What’s good to- 
night?” I addressed the question to a 
busy waitress as she prepared to take 
my order. Without the slightest em- 
barrassment she answered, “How should 
I know? I eat at home!” Later, chuck- | 
ling over the vagaries of human be- 
havior, I strolled down the street to be 
accosted by a newsboy: “Paper, mister?” 
“Well, maybe,” I rejoined. “What’s the 
news?” “I dunno, mister; I never read 
the paper!” Still later, while an ener- 
getic young colored boy wearing dirty 
saddle shoes beat out a rapid tattoo upon 
my dusty footwear, I listened with great 
interest while a bald-headed barber de- 
scribed a tonic guaranteed to raise hair 
on a billiard ball. Inconsistency? Yes, 
but no more so than the sad spectacle 
of professing Christians who give little 
evidence of being possessing Christians. 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Trusting Your Whole Weight.—That 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life (John 3:15). 
In the broad Scottish translation of the 
New Testament you will never find our 
English word “believe,” but you will 
find the word “lippen.” What does this 
word mean? - It means to trust your 
whole weight on a thing; trust it im- 
plicitly. A Scottish minister was visiting 
a poor woman who was in great dis- 
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tress about her soul. She just could not 
seem to understand. On his way back 
to the manse he was troubled that he 
had not been able to help her. He came 
to the bridge in front of the house and 
started to cross it going step by step 
very carefully with his buckthorn cane. 
An old Scottish woman called out, “Why, 
Doctor, man, can ye no lippen the 
bridge?” He laughed and waved his 
hand and said to himself, “I have the 
word for my auld lady.” So he went 
back and she opened the door and said, 
“Oh, Doctor, you’ve come back again?” 
He said, “I have the word for you now.” 
“What is it, Doctor?” “Can ye no lippen 
Jesus?” “Oh, is it just to lippen Him? 
Why, surely I can lippen Him. He will 
never let me doon, will He?” They 
bowed together, and she settled it, That 
is all God asks you to do.—From “Illus- 
trations of Bible Truth,” by H. A. Iron- 
side. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can, 
Prize illustration. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Nicodemus Talks With Jesus 
(John 3:1-3, 16-21) 
EVIEW the key verse of the Gospel 
of John (20:31). Recognize pupils’ 
decisions and achievements in an honor 
roll as before. Award memory symbols. 

For introduction of the new lesson use 
pictures of a baby, man, house, and a 
map of the United States. A baby born 
in this country usually has a father to 
provide for him, a home to go to when 
he leaves the hospital, and a country 
to protect him and later to live for. But 
what country will he live in when he 
dies? 

Once there was a good, wise teacher, 
who knew about God, and supposed, of 
course, he would go to Heaven to live 
in God's country (Kingdom) when he 
died. One night. Teacher Nicodemus 
came to talk to the Lord Jesus. Right 
off, the Lord surprised him by telling 
him no one could see God’s country, or 
Kingdom, unless he was born again, born 
from above, from Heaven. 

Born again? A baby? Oh, no! Baby 
Jife is a body that grows for life on 
earth and dies here. (It will be raised 
again, but we are not dealing with that 
now.) You can See it. Heaven life is 
spirit life. It comes from God the Holy 
Spirit. You cannot see it—like wind in 
the trees. And it never dies! But it 
can happen—to Nicodemus, to you! How? 
The Lord told Nicodemus an old story 
he had often read in his Bible. People 
were dying of snake bite. Moses put a 
brass snake up on a pole. God said any- 
body who would look at it would be 
cured of snake bite. Sure enough! When 
a person looked—just as God said—he 
got new life and strength, and didn’t 
die. The Lord was going to be put up 
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on a pole. God promised that everyone 


who looked, believing, at Him would re- 
ceive a new life, Spirit life, that would 
never die: Quote John 3:16. Don’t you 
hope Nicodemus believed, looked, and 
was born again, so he really would go 
to Heaven? Use the roof top made for 
Peter’s vision to illustrate on the flan- 
nelboard this meeting of Nicodemus and 
Christ. Add a tree, full moon, and stars. 
Prepare construction paper snakes, a 
cross with a yellow snake pasted on it, 
and several people in reverent attitudes 
to be added to the opposite part of the 
board at the right time. 

On the blackboard compare the two 
kinds of life: 

_ Body Life 
father 
home 
country 
dies (v. 16) 
punishment (v. 18) 
does wrong (vs, 19- 

21) 

The Golden Text and Memory Verse 
are identical: “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16). A circle with a few lines to rep- 
resent the world may be the token for 
memorization. Or paste on it a red 
cross. 

The Lord Jesus talked to a teacher 
about these things. Have you ever 
talked to your schoolteacher? If there 
are several of you in the same room, do 
it together. One of you could tell about 
Jesus and Nicodemus and the new life. 
What would you tell? (Check on this to 
prevent error!) Another could show her 
the symbol, and repeat the Memory 
Verse. A third tell what you believe 
about the Lord. A fourth ask her where 
she goes to church. Or invite her to 
your church, perhaps to visit your class 
one Sunday. Be very polite no matter 
what. Who knows—if you pray and tell, 
you may bring your own teacher to 
Christ! Will you read all of John 3 
yourself? (There may be pupils ready 
for their second birthday. Be faithful, 
Teacher!) 

Orono, MAINE. 


Spirit Life 
God 
Heaven 
Kingdom of God 
Jlives forever 
forgiveness 
does right 





For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


T WAS night. Perhaps it was a very 

warm night. Nights can be warm in 
April in the land where the Lord Jesus 
lived. There was a man who was study- 
ing at nighttime. It is not unusual to 
do homework or to study at night, is it? 
The man, whose name was Nicodemus, 
was troubled. He had studied the Old 
Testament Scriptures, for he was a ruler 
of the Jews. But there were some things 
he could not understand. That is why 
he went to God’s Son. He felt certain 
that He would have the answers for him, 
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And he wanted to talk alone with Him. 

He was most polite and respectful. 
Listen hard now and see if you can 
quickly learn what ‘three things Jewish 
Nicodemus said to the Lord Jesus when 
he first talked to Him: (1) Thou art a 
teacher; (2) Thou art come from God; 
(3) No one could do the signs (miracles) 
Thou doest except God be with him. 
Many of the Jews hated the Lord Jesus 
and wouldn’t have anything to do with 
Him (Luke 4:28, 29). But Nicodemus 
believed that the Lord Jesus was really 
a teacher. He believed He had come 
from God because of the wonderful mir- 
acles that He had done—miracles like 
turning water into wine. 

Now the Lord Jesus could have 
thanked Nicodemus for his nice words. 
But He didn’t even mention them. In- 
stead He looked right into Nicodemus’s 
eyes and exclaimed, “I most solemnly 
say to you, no one can ever see the king- 
dom of God, unless he is born from 
above” (John 3:3, Williams’ Translation) . 

Oh, how surprised Nicodemus must 
have been! This was, the very thing 
he was concerned about. How did the 
Lord Jesus know his very thoughts? But 
why should it be necessary for him to 
be born again? He was a religious Jew. 
He was trying the best he could to fol- 
low the Law and the Old Testament 
teachings. Wasn't that good enough? 
Now here was one who was saying he 
could not possibly get to Heaven unless 
he was born again from above. This 
was something brand new. Nicodemus, 
as much as he had studied the Scrip- 
tures, had never heard anything like this 
before. 

He could not understand what he 


‘heard. So the Lord Jesus explained that 


to be born again into God’s family is 
something that cannot be seen. It is 
something that happens secretly between 
a person and God. It is believing away 
down deep in the heart, the Lord Jesus 
said, that He is truly God’s Son who 
came to die for the sin of the world 
(John 3:14-j8). That person and God 
are the only ones who know whether 
or not he has really truly believed that 
and been born into God’s family. But, 
the Lord Jesus explained, the. results 
of being born again will be seen every- 
where. It is much like the wind. No 
one can actually see the wind, He said, 
but everyone can see the results of the 
wind. And when a man or woman or 
boy or’ girl is truly born into God’s 
family, others know it, for he shows it! 
He begins to live as if he were already 


-in Heaven! 


How good it is to know that Nicodemus 
certainly did believe either that night 
or later on (19:39). And he was born 
into God’s family. 

Have you been born into God’s fam- 
ily? You can be, if you wish, right now. 
Let’s make sure we all know what it 
means to’ be born again. When the Lord 
Jesus used the word “again,” He meant 
that Nicodemus (and you and I) had 
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been born once. How many here have 
been born once? Of course, we al] have! 
No one can live here on earth without 
being born. What do we get when we 
are born the first time? (Teacher: Be 
sure to visualize either by printed words 
or by pictures, each of the following 
words. These should be mounted on 
colored paper as indicated. As each word 
is given, explain. You will use the words 
in the left-hand column first.) 


Picture of Baby Picture of Bible 

Life (green) Everlasting life 
(green) 

Washed (red) Blood (red) 

Clothed (white) Righteousness 
(white) 

Fed (cream) Milk of the Word 
(cream) 

Father (purple) God (purple) 

Name (blue) Christian (blue) 





Home (yellow) Heaven (yellow) 


Having explained what happens when 
we are born the first time into Mother’s 
and Daddy’s family, carefully enumerate 
what happens when we are born into 
God’s family—when we believe that the 
Lord Jesus is God’s Son and receive Him 
as our Saviour. Expect decisions when 
you give the invitation. 

LANCASTER, PA. 

we 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 8) 

1. He was not writing a biography, but 
a Gospel. 

2. Saul of Tarsus, later known as Paul. 

3. Some say because of fear, but it 
may just as well have been to secure 
an undisturbed interview, impossible by 
day. 

4. He ignored it, and immediately 
turned to the need of Nicodemus, 


5. He was mystified by it, for he 
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thought in terms of the natural (John 
3:4, 9). 


6. A ruler, or member of the Sanhe- 
drin (v. 1); “the teacher of Israel” (v. 
10, A.S.V.). 


7. The lifting up of the brazen serpent 
for the healing of those stricken with 
the plague (Num. 21:7-9). 


8. At the end of chapter 2 we have 
superficial believers in whom Christ had 
no confidence; here we have an earnest 
seeker to whom the Lord opened His 
heart. 


9. He began with the shock method (v. 
3). First He mystified Nicodemus (vs. 
4, 9), and then He enlightened him (vs. 
11-16), 


10. He defended Jesus’ right under the 
Law (7:45-52); he joined Joseph of 
Arimathea in the burial of Jesus (19:39). 


ELMuursT, ILL, 
we 


Children 1 at Home 
Daulath Stands Alone 


A tre story 
By Amelia O. Stott 


AULATH lived with his married sister 

in a busy town in South India. His 
mother and elder brother had been bap- 
tized as Christians in the local church 
one Easter morning. His sister, how- 
ever, and her husband were Hindus, but 
they were kind enough to take him to 
live with them so he could go to a more 
convenient school. 

The boy tried to slip in and out of 
the house quietly, and was careful to 
do as he was told. Daulath believed 
that only in this way could he help his 
sister and his brother-in-law to want 
to know and love his Saviour. 

However, when relatives and friends 
came to visit he was often questioned 
and ridiculed becauSe of his “foreign 
religion.” These unpleasant occurrences 
annoyed his sister, and she often scolded 
him afterward. 

The supreme test came at the time of 
the big festival connected with the wor- 
ship of the Goddess of Wisdom. 

This always ends in India with a day 
of worship offered to the household gods, 
and anything used in trade or business 
followed by any member of the family 
is presented to these images to be 
blessed “with increase and prosperity.” 
The farmer will bring his plow, the 
printer his press, the man of law or 
learning his books and writing materials, 
and pupils present their textbooks so 
that they may have “good success at 
school.” 

No work is ever done in the homes 
because everyone is out visiting and 
feasting, so it is a time of delight, espe- 
cially for the children. 

It was, however, with fear in his heart 
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Lesson for January 17 








boot my “Isn't there something special your group _ ©& 
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on Swings for the nursery or playground? New 
gear for camp vacations? Or money for some 
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that Daulath heard that most of. his 
Hindu relatives were coming to the fes- 
tival, although he was very fond of his 
little girl cousin, Pallam. 

How he wished he could go home for 
the day, but it was not possible, for his 
sister refused to let him go—it is thought 
to be unlucky for any member of the 
household to be absent. She quite ex- 
pected her little brother would wor- 
ship with them as he was always very 
obedient, 

A high wooden stand was placed‘ in 
the large central room of the house, and 
the images of the household gods were 


«grouped around that of the Goddess of 


Wisdom. There the various articles 
were arranged on the stand with many 
lighted lamps. Betel nut leaves, pastes 
made of aromatic spices, and vegetable 
oils with saffron rice grains, coconut 
and sweetmeats covered the rest of the 
stand. 

“Come, bring your schoolbooks, little 
brother,” his sister called as she went 
off to the kitchen. 

“Oh, what shall I do?” cried Daulath. 
“I cannot obey!” Then he prayed: “Oh, 
Jesus Saviour, make me strong like Da- 
vid was when he stood up to the lion 
and the bear. I am afraid, but You 
can give me Your courage.” 

Soon the visitors arrived to salaam 
and chatter aloud like a flock of mag- 
pies. Little Pallam ran over to salute 
Daulath. She was dressed in a bright 
pink sari, with ornaments and flowers, 
which made her look very gay and at- 
tractive. She ran gracefully across to 
the stand at once to put her schoolbooks 
there. She was happy and proud, for 
she was a clever child and her parents’ 
greatest joy. . 

“Why, Daulath, you’ve forgotten your 
books! Quick, go and get them at 
once!” 

“Hush,” he whispered. “I am not go- 
ing to present them,” he murmured in 
her ear. 

“Whatever can you mean?” she cried, 
shocked and astonished. “See, I'll place 
them here for you; only do be quick! 


sailing Feb. 25. ‘Where are they?” 


But the boy would not tell her, and 
Pallam began searching around until 
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|| dol ap | Sey! first 


The Jews in Israel need Christ 
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The Jews still behind the 


The International Board of Jewish Missions is taking this 
message to Jews through our missionaries, radio broadcasts and 
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free copy of our magazine, THE EVERLASTING NATION; also for 
copy of Rabbi Zion's life story. Write to: Dept. S 
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she found them at’ last and yput them 
beside her own. 


The time came for the family worship 
to begin, and everyone gathered together 
around the central stand. 

Fresh oil was poured into the large 
lamp* which showed the brass figure of 
the Goddess of Wisdom seated in the 
middle; and, while prayers were being 
chanted, everyone bowed low and wor- 
shiped. 

Only Daulath stood erect and silent, 
while his little cousin tried to persuade 
him to bow like all the others. 

“Do it, Daulath; they are noticing you, 
and will be so angry with you.” But 
the boy stood without moving, even like 
the Goddess of Wisdom herself, 

His sister now made a show of scold- 
ing him angrily, for she was afraid of 
offending her guests. 

It seemed a very long time to Daulath, 
standing flushed and distressed until his 
brother-in-law, an easygoing, peace- 
loving sort, said at last: 

“Oh, never mind that fool of a boy. 
We won’t force him now, for he is quite 
beneath our notice. Come, friends, we 
will leave him to himself, and perhaps 
he will repent when he finds he is an 
outcast.” 

Then they all went in to the feast, 
leaving Daulath alone; and the door 
was locked. 

The boy, however, managed to get out 
of the window, while all were feasting, 
and climbed up to the flat roof, where 
his little cousin found him later. 

“Oh, Daulath, why didn’t you wor- 
ship with us, and then you could have 
come to the feast. and we should have 
been so happy together?” 

“Pallam, I am a follower of Jesus 
Christ. I can worship and obey only 
Him. It would have made Him so 
ashamed of me had I given in and be- 
trayed my Lord and Master.” 

Daulath had to suffer for his faithful- 
ness, for his sister and her husband sent 
him away, and his poor mother was dis- 
tressed, 

“I know you did right, my son, but 
it will make things much harder for 
us now with your sister:so angry, and 
her husband, too.” 

“That is so, my mother, but we must 
be ready to take our share of pain and 
loss when we set out to follow Jesus 
our Lord who bore so much for us.” 

WoRTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 


ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for January 17 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 17 


3. What Is the Gospel? 
(1 Cor. 15:1-10) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permisston. 

N OBSERVING the stars, either with 

the naked eye or by looking through 
a telescope, the student is sometimes ad- 
vised, if he would see a particularly faint 
star, not to look directly but rather out 
of the side of the eye. It seems that 
this portion of the lens of the eye is 
somewhat more sensitive than the very 
center. 

Just so, Christian truth may be appre- 
hended sometimes 
oblique rather than a frontal approach. 
Let us suppose that a man has fallen 
into deep water. He is unable to swim, 
and is calling desperately for help. An- 
other, hearing his cries, runs to the river 
bank, and, seeing the man struggling in 
the water, whips out a notebook and 
proceeds to write: 

Rules To Observe To Avoid Drowning 

1. Never approach deep water without 
some means.of keeping afloat, 

2. When walking by the river, if pos- 
sible have‘someone who can swim ac- 
company you. 

3. If possible learn to swim. 

Etc., etc. 

Having completed the list the man on 
the bank tears out the page with the 
intention of throwing it down to the 
man struggling in the water. But he 
stops, with the puzzled. observation, 
“Why, the poor man is gone.” 


5d 


We recognize at once that such an 
imaginative tale is an absurdity. What 
the drowning man needed was someone 
to pull him out of the water. It was 
utterly impossible for him to observe 
any rules of safety, no matter how good 
they might be, as long as he was strug- 
gling for his life in the water. 

Yet all too often men put their con- 
fidence in just as absurd means of salva- 
tion from sin. Some will tell us that 
if we will only try to help and to serve 
others we will find salvation. Now there 
is a very vital place for service, once 
a person has been saved, but he can 
never be saved by trying to serve others, 
no matter how spiritually or unselfishly 
the effort is made, 

Y- 

Some will advise us to turn over a new 
leaf, to:clean up our lives and make a 
new start. But salvation from sin lies 
no more in that direction than the 
drowning man’s rescue depended upon 
following rules of safety. 


. 


by means of an, 
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Perhaps you have heard evangelists 
appeal to their listeners to assert their 
manhood and to be redblooded men for 
Christ. But what a tragedy to give such 
advice to a drowning man going down 
for the last time. God’s Word makes 
no such appeal to the natural man’s 
pride, On the contrary, it shows him 
that he has no manhood or righteous- 
ness or merit that: can be offered to 
God in exchange for, salvation. 


Navajos for Navajos 


With eighty per cent illiteracy they 
can best be reached with the Gospel 
through trained Navajo workers. 
Help us by your gifts to train some 
fine men and women as workers for 
Christian missions. - 

Tuition is $100 a year per student. Any 
part of this is acceptable. 


te 
The advice to think right, or té have COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
high, pure thoughts cannot point the Gen 7iss | Phneein, Adipone 





way to salvation. We saw last week 
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Invaluable to pastors, teachers, 
Bible students. Complete with maps, 
copies of famous paintings & index. 
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aad giving to His work 
but a blessed privilege. 





es Serving the Lor 
oo is not a burden 






T IS hard for us to ask you for anything. 
You have already done more than we 
shall ever be able to thank you for. Neither mouth 
nor the pen can say what our hearts feel, but in 
your face we saw the face of a brother, a man 
with a Christian heart.” 

So writes a friend in Israel rescued from a 
tragedy which struck his family. He saw Christ in 
us. It is at all times our effort to reflect the love 
and truth of our Saviour to the thousands who are harassed, distressed and like 
sheep without a shepherd. 

Will you help us to preach Christ and to bring His love visibly and tangibly 
to distressed multitudes, in Israel, Europe, Great Britain, ’ 

America, and distant India? The effective ministry of our ne ong — 
25 missionaries depends on your prayerful interest. Please evangelism in ovr 


write fo: magazine 
ISRAEL MY GLORY. 
Yours for the asking. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 





Dear Friends of Israel 
! am sending enclosed for your ministry $___— 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 


U.S.A. Headquarters: _ 
728$ Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
President: Joseph M. Steele 





Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenve Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
General Secretary: Rev Victor Buksbozen 
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that there is a place for such thinking, 
but meh are not saved by such a method. 
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New Opportunity to give 
them a gospel witness by 
trained personal workers 
also in the service. we 
THE LORD IS GREATLY Neither denial of self nor the way of 


C 
Se 
Men BLESSING THIS PROGRAM sacrifice is God’s way of salvation from 
Send 25c for a sample and outline. sin. Often in war times the plausible 
but nonetheless untruthful idea has been 
advanced that the soldier who lays down 
his life on the battlefield is assured of 


BIBLE FACTS God’s favor. + 


PLAINLY EXPLAINED 

on All of these are men’s devices to win, 
T F RADIO BIBLE CLASS 4 —. or merit salvation, and they all 
all short of reaching the coveted objec- 

= PROGRAM tive. The Bible offers only one way of 

salvation from sin and that way is the 
One who said of Himself, “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
There is no other door to salvation than 
the One who said, “I am the door: by 
me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved” (10:9); and again, “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, he that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth 











EVERY WEEK over 


the ABC NETWORK at 8:00 a. m., 
Soatere eam also be heard over 
THE AL NETWORK, Suedove. 
Write Box 22, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, for your free radio log. 


and a robber” (v. 1), 
ye 
Right here is the answer to the qués- 
tion posed by our topic for this week. 



























You'll prepare better lessons with 
Arnold’s COMMENTARY ON THE UNI- 
FORM LESSONS FOR 1954. You will 
hold the interest of your pupils with 
the challenging ideas found in the new Arnold’s. Try this 
great commentary and you will agree with the host of 
leaders that “Arnold’s is the best single aid for Sunday- 
school teachers.” 

JUST THE THING FOR BUSY TEACHERS 
Verse-by-verse explanation of the text, discussion material, 
illustrations, stimulating questions, side lights, a Bible dic- 
tionary, and many other helps. For all departments. 

True to the Bible. Spiritually rich. Evangelical. Funda- 
mental. Use it with confidence! 


Only $2.00 at any religious bookstore. 
LIGHT and LIFE PRESS 






Winona Lake, Indiana 








The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 
giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 








2 EACH WEEK the MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts 
the Gospel to thousands of Jewish people who 
could be reached in no other way. Hundreds 

write for Prophecy Edition New Testaments and many find 

Christ as Saviour. We reach them where they are! 

More than 50 U. $. outlets from coas? to coast 

torry our program. Also HCJB, Quito, $.A.; 

DZAS, Manilo, P. 1.; and TGNA, Guatemala, 

C.A., powerful short wave stations with world- 

wide coverage. ai 

: Send for free copy of quarterly 7 

. to learn more about this thrilling 

ministry. We covet your prayerful 

support. 









COULSON SHEPHERD, oirector MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, INC. 


(Founded 1937) BOX 682 GENERAL P.O., NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


up some other way, the same is a thief - 
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The Gospel is not good advice. It is 
Good News. It tells man not of some- 
thing he must do, but of something that 
God has done for him in this matter of 
sin, because he is utterly unable to do 
anything for himself. Man’s only part 
in God’s plan of salvation is to believe 
God and accept what He has done for 
him. “To him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness” (Rom. 4:5); “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” 
(Acts 16:31). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Commentary on the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians. By F. W. Grosheide. 
(Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $5.) That scholarship 
and spirituality are not incompatible 
is demonstrated in this third volume of 
the New International Commentary on 
the New Testament Series that is in 
the process of publication under the gen- 
eral editorship of N. B. Stonehouse. Here 
is thorough treatment of every detail 
of 1 Corinthians. These pages of en- 
lightening exposition are based on the 
Greek text, but, for the sake of those 
who cannot read Greek, the Scriptures 
are given in the American Standard Ver- 
sion of 1901. The first Corinthian epis- 
tle appears to be a collection of a variety 
of disconnected subjects: wisdom, mar- 
riage, morals, the Lord’s Supper, gifts 
of the Spirit, love, the Resurrection. But 
the author of this commentary skillfully 
helps us to see that there is “a golden 
thread that runs throughout and binds 
the diverse contents into a remarkable 
unity.” Dr. Grosheide is professor at the 
Free University of Amsterdam, Nether- 
lands, where he has completed forty 
years of service in the field of New Tes- 
tament studies. He is the author of 
numerous volumes, including other com- 
mentaries on New Testament books. 
These are all available in the Dutch lan- 
guage only. The present work, in Eng- 
lish, of course, gives clear evidence of 
Dr. Grosheide’s comprehensive knowl- 
edge, as well as true Christian reverence 
for the Holy Bible as the Word of God. 


Youth Explores the Bible. By David 
R. Piper. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; 
$2.50.) There may be countless books of 
Bible stories, and some excellent volumes 
giving the Bible story as a_connected 
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whole, but the present work is quite 
unique in its field. It was written for 
the express purpose of making the Bible 
not only known, but understood and 
loved and believed, by the average teen- 
ager and up to the college sophomore. 
The author evidently has in mind the 
doubts and questionings that arise in 
the minds of youth while going through 
the school period, which doubts are 
often deliberately fostered by frankly 
unbelieving instructors. The book does 
not raise any questionings, but it an- 
swers them by frankly and sincerely 
telling the facts in simple, self-explana- 
tory style. It is good writing, in vivid, 
present-day speech, and as fascinating as 
a novel. The whole work reads like one 
continuous story. Chapter headings are 
often appealing, as “The Boy Whose 
Dreams Came True” and “An Immi- 
grant Girl Who Made Good.” The book 
contains more-than 350 pages, and is 
well illustrated: 


Round About Me. By Elizabeth B. 
Jones. (The Warner Press, Anderson, 
Ind., $1.50.) How can I teach my child 
about God? is a question that is often 
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asked by young mothers who are not 
too well grounded in the Christian faith, 
and sometimes even by mothers who do 
not really know the Lord. “Round 
About Me,” a book of “devotional 
thoughts for little folks,” is a most at- 
tractive book having to do with God 
in nature—His love is round about us 
in giving us the beauties of the changing 
seasons with their lovely flowers, birds, 
and cuddly animals. Scripture, poems, 
and intimate conversations with Mother 
reveal to the little folk what an under- 
standing friend we have in God our lov- 
ing Heavenly Father.. The book, which 
measures 84x11 inches, has board covers 
and is profusely illustrated with attrac- 
tive photographs that will delight boys 
and girls, and their mothers will find 
much real help it in for their elementary 
Christian training. 


Winter Conferences 
at America’s Keswick 
HREE winter Victorious Life Confer- 
ences have already been held at 
America’s Keswick, but there are nine 
still to come. The dates and speakers 


. are as follows: 


January 15-17—Rev. William Mierop, 
Philadelphia Bible Institute; Rev. 
Joseph McCullough, Bolivian Indian 
Mission. P 

January 29-31—Philip E. Howard, Jr., 
The Sunday School Times; Rev. Ken- 
neth Strachan, Latin America Mission. 

February 12-14.—Rev. J. Howard Burt- 
ner, Bible teacher; Rev. Francis Kins- 
ler, Korea. 

February 26-28—Rev. Edwin S. Johnson, 
Grace Chapel, Oakmont; Rev. Robert 
Longacre, Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
Mexico. 

March 12-14—Earl Tschudy, Hazelton, 
Pa.; Rev. and Mrs, Wm. S. Pontier, 
Africa Inland Mission. 

March 26-28—Rev. George Schmeiser, 
Fellowship Church, Philadelphia; Rev. 
and Mrs, E. J. Pudney, Unevangelized 
Fields Mission. 

April 16-18—Rev. Elmer V. Thompson, 
West Indies Mission; Addison C. Raws, 
director, America’s Keswick. 

April 30 to May 2—Dr. Rowan C. Pearce, 
president, Victorious Life Testimony; 
Rev. Coulson Shepherd, Message to 
Israel. 

May 14-16—Rev. Lehman Strauss, Bris- 
tol, Pa.; Dr. Miner B, Stearns, Belgian 
Gospel Mission. 

Tie conferences begin with dinner at 
6.15 on Friday evenings and the closing 
service is held at 7 p.m. Sundays, 

Limited accommodations make early 
registrations important: For registra- 
tions, rates, and traveling information 
(there is no longer any railroad service 
to Keswick), those interested should 
write to the Registrar, Keswick Grove, 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 11 to 17 
Mon.—1 Samuel 7:3-6. 
Wholehearted Conversion. 
PraYEeR SucGcesTions: “If ye do return 
unto the Lord with all your hearts, then 
put away the strange gods.” The first 
sign of real conversion is turning to 
God from evil. We can find God only 
when we seek Him with all the heart. 
It is good to turn to God, better to move 
toward Him, but best when we cleave 
to Him. Pray for. preaching that will 
call for wholehedrted conversions to 
Christ. 
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Ensign, edited quarterly by Arthur E. Bloomfield. 
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Burket, Indiana 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


respond to Bible teaching with special glory 
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BOOKS OF PERMANENT VALUE 

Our log is FREE. Send f 
F or All Ages your mony Fd Paramount Book 
and Bible House, Dept. S-11, 303 Race Street, 
Cam Maryland. 
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Outstanding 48th Annual 
Past FOUNDER’S WEEK 
CONFERENCE 


Announcements 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Tues.—Matthew 13:10-15. : 
Hindrances to Conversion. 
PraYeR SvuccesTions: “This people’s 
heart is waxed gross.” Inward corrup- 
tion and utter indifference to divine 
truth, and refusal to see what it means 
are now, as in the days of old, hin- 
drances to conversion. There is a line 
which, if crossed, puts the soul in eternal 
doom. There is an unpardonable sin. 
Pray for the early conversion of chil- 
dren and other loved ones in your family 
circle. ‘ 


Wed.—Matthew 18:1-6. 
Converted to Humility. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever there- 
fore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven.” Humility consists in 
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1187 ACRES of unmatched beauty. That's the new 


A SCHOOL 


and YOU 


campus of Shelton College, situated on 
the country estate Skylands. Four miles 
of grassy walks, seven miles of bridle 
paths surrounded by God's handiwork. 


in Skylands seemed like a dream as we 
prayed in our “heart of New York” 
location last year. But God gave us this 
new country campus to enlarge our 
stakes in offering a thorough education to 
young people with Christian convictions. 


can share in training these young people 
for leadership among a Bible-believing 
constituency in the United States and in 
the Foreign mission fields. 


SHARE IN SHELTON’S new campus. Share by your 


prayers. Share by your gifts. 
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realizing what we are and in taking our 
proper place before God. None can ap- 
proach God or be used by Him in ad- 
vancing His cause without humility. 
Christ made Himself of no reputation; 
humbled Himself and became obedient 
unto death. Be humble, and God will 
receive, bless, use, and honor you. Pray 
that you may be willing to be meek and 
lowly of heart and to serve the Lord 
always with humility of mind. 


Thurs.—Luke 22:31-34. 
More Conversion Needed. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “When thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 
Conversion from the self-life to Christ- 
like living is necessary for all Chris- 
tians. Up to a certain time, like Peter 
(see John 21:18), we go pretty much 
our own way, and we need to be saved 
from ourselves as we did from sin. The 
call to all believers is “abstain from 
fleshly lusts, which war against the soul” 
(1 Pet. 2:11). Pray for all Christians 
who have not yet come to know a life 
of victory in Christ. 


Fri.—James 5:10-20. 
Converted and Converting. 
PrRaYER SuccEsTIONS: “He which con- 
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.” Only 
Christ’s converts can convert sinners. 
We must have Christ in us before we 
can bring Him to others (see v. 16). 
Are you on good terms with God so 
that He can use you in winning sinners 
to Christ? Pray for the joyful experi- 
ence of converting friends and acquaint- 
ances, 


Sat.—1 John 1:1-9. 
Experiencing a New Life. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Fellowship .. . 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.” Spiritual life is from God. Christ 
is the author of this life; His Spirit im- 
parts it, and it is hid with Christ in 
God, i.e., maintained by Him in us. He 
is the vine_and we the branches. We 
have not this life in ourselves. It be- 
gins at the new birth and has its stages 
of manifestation from infancy to ma- 
turity. Have you received Christ? Then 
grow in Him by feeding on Him. Pray 
for the quickening of your spirit needed 
for full obedience to your Lord. 


Sun.—1 John 3:1-10. Life Transformed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.” The hope of 
transformation into the likeness of 
Christ will be fully realized when He 
appears in glory. Meanwhile we must 
purge ourselves from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holy 
living in the fear of God. All who 
have Christ in them will purify them- 
selves, even as He is pure. Pray that 
the Lord Jesus will conquer in your 
soul all your rebellion ugainst His 
holy will for your life. 
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